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Hilll. She can be reached via 
email at BARNESAC@LIVE.UNC.EDU

The adoption of Rameses as the traditional Tar Heel mascot 
of UNC-CH was in 1924. To honor the star fullback, Jack 
“the battering ram” Merritt, a ram was brought to a pep rally 
before a football team vs Virginia Military Institute. The game 
was close- by the end of the third quarter, neither team had 
scored. Bunn Hackney, just before attempting a 30-yard fi eld 
goal at the end of the fourth quarter, rubbed Ramesesʼ head. 
His successful fi eld goal led the Tar Heels to a 3-0 victory. 
Since then, Rameses has always been on the football fi eld.

I tend to be outrageously enthusiastic 
about special occasions, wholeheartedly 
throwing myself into events in an eff ort to 
demonstrate my gusto for someone. Just ask 
any of my friends — I’m the type of girl who 
organizes scavenger hunts and makes baked 
goods for any imaginable reason. Being pas-
sionate about a relationship (friendship or 
otherwise) is key to creating a successful and 
stable dynamic, but acting upon that passion 
in a consistent manner is the crucial element 
in making any relationship stronger.

When it comes to materialistically express-
ing feelings, it is cliché to say “it’s the thought 
that counts.” Even though the idiom is greatly 
overused, I believe the essence behind it is extremely 
important. Relationships are supplemented by the physical manifestation of emo-
tions, and for me, the actual physical object (the gift  or what I physically receive) is 
almost irrelevant. It is satisfying enough to know that someone thought of me in a 
warm and positive light outside of our direct interactions. Th is builds confi dence 
in a connection between two people and thus makes a closer relationship.

It is easy, especially in college, to get caught up in schoolwork, internships or 
organizations and lose awareness of those closest to you. Th at is why I believe 
when individuals do make the eff ort to show others that they care, they should do 
so unreservedly. Taking some time out of your busy schedule to make someone’s 
day, just because you care about their happiness, is invaluable and something I 
think not many of us do. Enthusiasm is the key part in showing someone you care 
because that excitement carries over and aff ects both parties; it fl atters the recipi-
ent of your time and eff orts, and you are left  with a sense of fulfi llment and happi-
ness upon completing the goal of showing someone that you care.

Although there are holidays and special occasions to readily provide reasons 
to  show aff ection, expression simply for the sake of expression can be even more 
precious and meaningful. No matter what the reason is for showing fondness, 
enthusiastically displaying aff ection and kindness not only builds better relation-
ships, but also creates unique experiences for yourself and others that will stay 
with you forever.  
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PREGAMEPREGAME
STORY BY PAULA RAMBARAT, DUKE
PHOTOS BY JULIA WALL, UNC-CH
DESIGN BY MOIRA GILL, UNC-CH

W
elcome to the Duke Uni-
versity Chorale” reads the 
banner, in both English and 
Chinese, which is taped 

to the wall above Dr. Rodney Wynkoop’s 
desk. Th e banner, given to him and the 
Duke University Chorale and Chamber 
Choir aft er a performance in Shanghai, 
China, is only a small indication of the 
worldwide success that Wynkoop has had 
in his career as a conductor since he came 
to Duke in 1984. 

As Duke University’s Professor of the 
Practice of Music in the Music Depart-
ment, Wynkoop teaches choral conduct-
ing to undergraduates. He has been the 
Director of Chapel Music since 1989, and 
conducts the Duke Chapel Choir and its 
chamber choir, the Schola Cantorum. 
Outside of Duke, Dr. Wynkoop is also con-
ductor of the 150-voice Choral Society of 
Durham and its 32-voice Chamber choir.

In 1996, Dr. Wynkoop and his wife, 
Leigh Joyner Wynkoop, founded the Vocal 
Arts Ensemble of Durham (VAE) because 

they wanted to provide superb choral 
performance opportunities for outstanding 
singers from the triangle region, and also 
because there was a need for more chorale 
music during the summer. Th is highly 
acclaimed 32-voice choir brings together 
the best singers from each choir group that 
Wynkoop conducts.

“People expect high quality chorale 
music when it is off ered,” Wynkoop says.

Th e VAE meets 10-12 times a year for 
practice and has two concerts annually. 
It was chosen to sing at the 2005 national 
convention of the American Chorale 
Directors Association (ACDA) in Los 
Angeles, as well as two other southern 
division ACDA conventions in 2000 and 
2004. Th e Chapel Choir and the Choral 
Society of Durham have also performed 
at southern division ACDA conventions 
under Wynkoop’s guidance. 

Wynkoop has led numerous concert tours 
all over the United States and the world, 
performing in Great Britain, Italy, the Czech 
Republic, Poland, Austria, Hungary, Rus-
sia, South Africa and Namibia. He has also 
conducted all-state choruses and led choral 
conducting workshops in various parts of the 
United States. During the summer of 1991, 

he was resident guest conductor of a profes-
sional civic chorus in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 
Th ere, Wynkoop was given the opportunity 
to learn Portuguese and to tour the country, 
visiting landmarks such as the spectacular 
Iguazu Falls located on the border of Brazil 
and Argentina. Wynkoop noted that one of 
the things he enjoyed most about the trip 
were the people.

“Brazilians are very giving, warm 
friendly people,” Wynkoop says.

Wynkoop also enjoys travelling and 
notes that there is something to like about 
every location that he has conducted in.

Wynkoop has earned numerous awards 
for his artistic excellence in conducting 
throughout the years. In 1999, he was 
chosen as Spectator Magazine’s Musi-
cian of the Year. A year later, he received 
the James L. Nicholson award presented by 
the Durham Arts Council for his contri-
bution in promoting the careers of local 
singers and composers, and in 2002, he 
received the North Carolina ACDA’s Lara 
Hoggard Award for Distinguished Service 
in Choral Music. Most recently, Wynkoop 
was awarded Duke University’s Presiden-
tial Award for Executive Leadership in 
2009. In addition, all of the choirs under 
his direction have released CD recordings, 
including the Handel’s Messiah with the 
Chapel Choir and Orff ’s Camina Burana 
with the Chorale Society of Durham and 
the Duke Chorale.                     

Wynkoop received his Bachelors degree 
in music from Yale University, his Masters 
degree from the University of Wisconsin, 
where he was a student of the legendary 
choral conductor Robert Fountain, and his 
doctoral degree in choral conducting at the 
Yale School of Music. Th roughout his ju-
nior high and high school years, Wynkoop 
was always actively involved in the choir, 
but it was at Yale, as an undergraduate, that 
his love for music and conducting became 
a passion. 

Despite his fame, Wynkoop remains 
extremely humble and values human inter-
action and empathy above all.

 “I am not in [this industry] to be 
famous, I am in it for helping teach others 
how to express themselves and to reach out 
to others [through music],” Wynkoop says.
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STORY BY ALLY REYNOLDS, UNC-CH
PHOTOS BY KATHERINE DRYE, UNC-CH
DESIGN BY MOIRA GILL, UNC-CH

W
hen you enter Dr. Th omp-
son’s offi  ce, it is clear that 
his passion is literature. His 
wall is lined with shelves 

full of books, as is the space beneath the 
shelves. And the rows continue on the desk 
by the window. Th e number of books in 
his offi  ce is staggering. 

Dr. James Th ompson is the Chair of 
the English and Comparative Literature 
department at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he has been 
a professor for almost 30 years. Th ompson 
originally came to UNC-CH from the 
Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia 
Tech). From a liberal arts perspective, 
Th ompson says UNC-CH is “heaven” 
compared to Georgia Tech.

“Th ey pay me to read the books that I 
like and talk about them,” Th ompson says. 
“It’s the most amazing scam on earth. It 
beats working for a living.” 

 Th ompson has witnessed many 
changes at UNC-CH over his tenure here, 
but he says the biggest change has been 
the transformation of the University from 
an “underfunded, middle road regional 
university” to a university dedicated to 
public research.   

Despite the improvements, Thompson 
says he sometimes sees UNC-CH head-
ing in the wrong direction. His main 
concern is the dramatic increase in stu-
dent body size. The loss of a liberal arts 
education is something Thompson fears 
will happen as the University continues 
to expand.

“We were focused on undergrads,” 
Thompson says. “Teachers took teach-
ing seriously.” 

He says this is something that is 
compromised as the University contin-
ues to grow.

“[When we were smaller] we had world 
renowned scholars and scientists come 
speak, but we were still a place where stu-
dents didn’t get lost,” he says.

Th ompson also sees the budget crisis 
as a problem whose scope has not fully 

“[When we were smaller] we had world renowned 
scholars and scientists come speak, but we were still 
a place where students didn’t get lost.” -Th ompson

been realized yet. He admits though that 
the English department is fortunate in 
that it requires no expensive laboratories 
or equipment to maintain. He fears that 
the budget and resulting reaction has 
placed the University on a “precipice of a 
transformation….to a more professionally 
oriented, non-liberal arts kind of educa-
tion, which is no good for us.” 

Undoubtedly, Th ompson’s professional 
focus is on engaging his students, and his 

favorite class to teach is Jane Austen in 
Film, CMPL 340. Th is refl ects his current 
project, which brings together classic soci-
ology surrounding this era and genre. 

Th ompson’s hobby is motorcycles. His 
offi  ce again refl ects his personality – a 
helmet rests on his desk and his screen-
saver is a montage of bikes. Th ompson says 
that while he’d oft en rather be riding in 
the mountains, “there [has been] no day I 
didn’t want to come to work.” 
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STORY BY TRENT TSUN-KANG CHAING, DUKE
PHOTOS BY ALEISE PRESLAR, UNC-CH
DESIGN BY MOIRA GILL AND SHANNON COFFEY, UNC-CH

3. Mary Lou Williams Center for 
Black Culture
What is better than a night of live performance of jazz by local 
musicians and comfortable sofas in the chilly winter? Even in the 
nights without jazz, the Mary Lou Center is still a good place to 
make yourself cozy on a couch without being crowded.

5. Von der Heyden Pavilion
With its couches and coff ee shop, Van der Heyden is the livelier 
version of Perkins Library, where you can either indulge yourself 
in a good book or hold a mini-meeting. Th e VDH get’s quite 
warm during the chilly days. However, the building does become 
a bit cold late at night.

2. Third fl oor/ Bella Union
Th e perfect combination of a coff ee shop and couches on campus 
is the Bella Union and the Th ird Floor. Many students cuddle on 
the couch there with a freshly-brewed cup of coff ee.

1. Alumni Lounge in the West Union
Th e space between the Duke Card Offi  ce and Chick-fi l-A, of-
fi cially named the Alumni Lounge, features arguably the most 
comfy, classic couches you could hope to fi nd on campus. It also 
has a fi replace. Th e planned renovations of the West Union in 
2013 may make this place unavailable aft er this year, so make 
sure you enjoyed it while you can.

4. Bryan Center
It’s two o’clock in the chilly studying and you want to fi nd some 
food to warm up, there’s no better choice on campus than the 
Bryan Center and its McDonald’s. It is not uncommon to see  
students enjoying their last meal of the day on these couches 
aft er a long and cold day.

The Mary Lou Williams Center 
for Black Culture may look 

unoccupied in the above 
picture but if you went on the 

right night, you may catch a 
great jazz show, art show, or 

try some food.

top : best kept secrets
Get a cup of 
expresso or a 
muffi n from 
Saladelia Café 
and relax in 
Von der Heyden 
Pavilion.
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1. Graham Memorial Hall
While chairs and modern couches in other places are comfy, it is 
hard to fi nd alternatives for the traditional, classic couches that 
can be found in Graham Memorial Hall. Falling asleep on one of 
these couches is not just comfy, but a must-do before you gradu-
ate, according to Th e Daily Tar Heel.

4. Park Library in Carroll Hall
Open to everyone, from non-journalism-majors 
to non-students, the Journalism School Library 
off ers a place to drop by between classes to look up 
information or gather your thoughts before heading 
to an exam. It is opens until 6 p.m. from Monday to 
Th ursday and 4:30 p.m. on Friday.

3. Café Driad
Th is miniature coff ee shop, hidden away from the 
crowds on Franklin Street, lures patrons with its art 
strewn indoor lounge areas, patios, and the expan-
sive woodsy view. Café Driad is located on East 
Franklin Street near Sunrise Biscuit Kitchen. What 
is better than a cup of espresso in the morning 
on the heated indoor porch with a quiet, tranquil 
ambience?

2. Undergraduate Library (UL)
Looking for the perfect balance between noise and 
peace with the right amount of lighting for study-
ing? Th e Undergraduate Library is the place to beat 
with the lounge, computer lab and everything else. 
Th e downstairs lounge area is a nice place to get 
away from the usual UL crowd.

5. SASB South
With Starbucks Coff ee, CCI printing, new Smart-
Boards and computers with high backed chairs, 
SASB South is the ideal place to meet friends or 
study during chilly days. However, with its perpetu-
ally nearly-full status, it may be hard to fi nd seats 
during peak hours.

Far Left: Café 
Driad is a cof-
feehouse with 
a woodsy atmo-
sphere just off of 
East Franklin St.
Left: Park 
Library is the 
perfect place for 
journalism and 
non-journalism 
majors alike.

places to get warm and 
stay cozy this winter

While Wilson Library can be intimidating, 
silence and beauty are always guaranteed.
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UNC-CH and Dukeʼs 
Perspectives of the 
Occupy Movement

BY RODRIGO MARTINEZ, DUKE
DESIGN BY TASHIANA WESLEY, UNC-CH
PHOTOS BY RODRIGO MARTINEZ, UNC-CH

O
n September 17th 2011, men 
and women from a myriad of 
diff erent backgrounds fl ocked 
the streets, giving rise to Occupy 

Wall Street in New York City.  Th e sole 
purpose of the occupiers:  to bring atten-
tion to the economic corruption by the elite 
in corporations nationwide.  According 
to the offi  cial Occupy Wall Street website, 
occupytogether.org, this movement was 
labeled as a “blunder” since only over 1,000 
individuals showed up out of the expected 
20,000-90,000 participants.  Th is move-

ment, however, did not die down within a 
matter of days.  It continued to spark the 
interest of millions of people nationwide.  
What may have started as a small group of 
1,000 or so individuals continued to grow as 
time passed.  According to the New Zealand 
Herald, more than 2,300 occupied zones 
existed in 2,000 cities worldwide.  

Many of these occupied zones are on 
college campuses, which are historically 
known for being active centers of social 
movements, and include both the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 

Duke University. Almost three months 
into the Occupy movement, what does the 
occupy movement mean to the community 
of past and current students surrounding 
Th e University of North Carolina at Cha-
pel Hill and Duke University?  

From Duke senior, Shreyan Sen’s, point of 
view, “[Th e Occupy movement] stems from 
fundamental dissatisfaction — [Dissatis-
faction] because the average person doesn’t 
have the power to change things anymore.”  

For Sen, physics major in Duke’s Trinity 
School of Arts and Sciences, Occupy Duke 
has given him a chance to understand 
where his money is going.  As such, Sen 
has been actively involved in engaging in 
the dialogue between Occupy Duke, Oc-
cupy Durham, and Occupy Chapel Hill.  

“We want to stimulate the conversations 
that we don’t have,” Sen says. 

Since the beginning of Occupy Duke 
in late October, Occupy Duke has been 
a widely talked topic on campus.  Duke’s 
newspaper, Th e Chronicle, has tremen-
dously increased the publicity of this 
movement on campus.  With a plethora of 
articles and editorials specifi cally dealing 
with many aspects of Occupy Duke, Th e 
Chronicle has allowed Duke’s student body 
to inform themselves and form an opinion 
in the process.   

“We serve the function of keeping Duke 
informed,” Sen says.  

With this goal, the use of Facebook and 
other social media outlets have enabled 
occupiers to spark interest in conversa-
tions with a wide variety of people.  Sen 
has noticed a dramatic change in student 
activism on campus as a result of social 
media and even coverage in the New York 
Times on November 13th, 2011, Occupy 
Duke has not only brought attention to 
the phenomenon in the nation, but also 
relating it to specifi c issues around Duke.  
Th ese issues are kicking up conversations 
about worker’s rights on campus and about 
Duke’s private endowment.

“Th ese are things that are never [previ-
ously] discussed,” Sen says. “ We want to 
understand why it’s not talked about.”  

For the town of Chapel Hill, the story 



9WINTER 2011 • RIVAL MAGAZINE

is similar.  On October 15th, 2011, Occupy 
Chapel Hill began as a congregation of 
individuals in front of Chapel Hill’s Peace 
and Justice Plaza, directly across from 
UNC-CH’s upper quad.  

24-year-old Chapel Hill resident and 
occupier, David Zeigler, says, “a month 
and a half ago, none of this was in the 
political discourse, none of this was 
going on.” 

A big contributing factor of others’ 
awareness of the movement is largely due 
to the massive amount of news coverage 
and controversy surrounding the occupi-
ers both nationally and in the town of 
Chapel Hill. Th e Daily Tarheel, UNC-CH’s 
newspaper, for example, has covered many 
aspects Occupy Chapel Hill as well as 
controversial issues such as police arrests 
during peaceful protests. 

“It took almost 800 people getting 
arrested off  of Brooklyn Bridge before 
people were willing to talk about it, but 
now people are talking about it, you come 

home every day and 
it’s on Google news… 
it’s the kind of thing 
where you can’t really 
ignore it anymore,” 
Zeigler says.     

With the mas-
sive news coverage 
stemming from Wall 
Street, Occupy move-
ments spread out to 
vast regions of the 
country. More and 
more people began to 
identify themselves 

with the 99 percent, the 
term coined by the Occupy movement for 
those who are not in possession of most 
of the country’s wealth.  Likewise, Occupy 
Chapel Hill has the ideals as Occupy Wall 
Street does.  Both equally deal with the 
growing gap between the upper class and 
the middle class.  

“In part, I’m occupying Chapel Hill in 
solidarity with Occupy Wall Street, where 
I was two weeks ago,” Carrboro resident, 
Maria Rowan, 43, says.  “I am occupying 
both places because I am part of the glob-
ally disappearing middle class and I am 
seeing the challenges that my generation 
has faced,” says, Rowan.  

To Rowan, the Occupy movement was 
also an opportunity to encourage commu-
nity building.  

“It’s not about hurting the big banks, 
it’s about having the kind of institutions 
and the kind of communities that support 
us, and we support them,” Rowan says. 
“It’s mutuality.”

Many people nationwide, such as 21 
year-old Chapel Hill resident, Hunter 

Mills, did not take a stand at the beginning 
of the movement.  

“Originally, I came here to Chapel Hill 
and I noticed the Occupy movement, but 
I didn’t pay much attention to it, I wasn’t 
against or for it,” says Mills.  

For Mills, one thing led to another and 
he eventually started helping friends who 
were involved in the Occupy movement.  

“I was going to leave on Monday when 
the humans and zombies game [at UNC-
CH] ended, but you know, I like these 
people, these people are like family to me 
now, they’re so nice,” Mills says. “A lot of 
them do have jobs, a lot of them are very 
well fi t people and I’m just going to stay 
and help them out, I hate to see them suf-
fer. Th e more bodies the better.” 

Whether people agree or disagree 
with the general idea behind the Occupy 
movement, for Duke and the town of 
Chapel Hill, it has promoted an increase 
in student and resident activism.  For 
some, it has meant taking an active stance 
on their respective campus to speak about 
issues surrounding the students. For oth-
ers it has meant expanding their knowl-
edge and creating close-knit relationships 
in the process.  

Whether the Occupy movement will 
continue in the future is yet to be seen, 
but given the dedication and loyalty of its 
many supporters, this will remain a popu-
lar topic for discussion.  Even if the Oc-
cupying movements die down, the essence 
will remain.  In the end, the main purpose 
of the Occupy movement ultimately seeks 
to create a forum for the general public 
to raise awareness about our country’s 
economic instability.  “Just by starting the 
conversation, that’s a victory,” Sen says. 

[The Occupy movement] stems from fundamental 
dissatisfaction — [Dissatisfaction] because the 
average person doesnʼt have the power to change 
things anymore.

Even if the Occupying movements 
die down, the essence will remain.

”

”

“

“
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BY BECCA WARD, DUKE

Transient Traditions of Students
When you only have a four-year window from which 
to judge, itʼs easy to think that your freshman view 
is the quintessential Duke experience. 

A
s a college undergraduate, I’m 
starting to experience my fi rst 
lasts. My last fall break, my last 
homecoming dance, my last 

football game, and my last Th anksgiv-
ing break. As each last passes, it becomes 
increasingly sentimental. It’s not simply 
a fi xation trepidation at experiencing 
something for the last time, but it’s more 
poignant as I realize how my perception of 
Duke and its traditions have changed.

Th e clearest example is comparing the 
perspective of this incoming fi rst-year class 
with the naïve beginnings of the Class of 
2012 nearly four years ago: there’s a new 
building, new bus schedule (and to my 
knowledge, the absence of those tonally 
challenged, not so sober C1s sing-a-longs), 
and we’ve seen the controversy and death 
of tailgate. Despite the changes I’ve seen 
in the last four years, other things have 
remained steadfast through the turbulence 
of college infamy: our love of men’s 
basketball and our tepid acknowledgement 
of Duke football. 

At my last football game, I realized for 
the fi rst time how transient our traditions 
are in regards to sports and culture. Why 
is it that we are so in love with basketball? 
I had never watched a full NCAA game 
before I came to Duke, but now I can 
proudly say I’ve frozen in the walk up 
line to support a sport I don’t particularly 
like. While I’ve grown to appreciate 
basketball, that newfound appreciation 
still doesn’t explain what incited my own 
festinate glorifi cation of Duke basketball 
over football, a sport that I had grown up 
watching and cheering for.

It’s convenient to dismiss the diff erence 
as stemming from basketball’s success. 

It’s a lot easier to cheer jauntily when your 
team is actually winning. But then why 
is it that people show women’s basketball 
very little love? Or the lack luster student 
section during women’s soccer’s amazing 
tournament run this winter? It’s not a 
matter of women’s vs. men’s sports, or 
really losing vs. winning. It’s the fact that 
more than anything, men’s basketball 
unites this school as a social event. 

Th at’s why I went to that fi rst basketball 
game, in order to hangout with my friends 
and to be part of something bigger. 
Eventually I realized it’s even more fun 
waiting in line, painting your face, and 
taking pictures than actually being at the 
game. If you’ve ever been in Cameron 
Indoor Stadium, you know it’s hot, sweaty, 
crowded and loud. Let’s face it, if you’re 
not 5’10” or in the fi rst 3 rows, you can’t 
even see the court. Which is why, as I was 
reveling in my last football game, I realized 
I had more fun there than I ever had at a 
basketball game. With a few close friends, 
we went to see our fellow seniors honored, 
standing front row in an empty stadium, 
dancing and high-fi ving the Blue Devil 
mascot. I wish I had more football games 
to experience like that. 

Duke traditions seem so indelible within 
our micro-vision of college, but these 
‘long standing traditions’ aren’t so timeless 

tailgate began in 2003, Countdown to 
Craziness began in 2009 and Midnight 
Breakfast started in 2005. When you only 
have a four-year window from which 
to judge, it’s easy to think that your 
freshman view is the quintessential Duke 
experience. But it’s not. Th at’s what I’ve 
learned as a senior in many organizations 
that see traditions wax and wane and new 
members’ steadfast belief that what they 
see is how it has always been. 

A campus like Duke’s teems with 
passionate, innovative and smart-aleck 
students. Th ose students continuously 
bring forward new ideas and traditions 
while regaling against old ones that they 
think detract from the overall student 
experience. I’m not arguing that tradition 
isn’t important, it is quite the opposite. I 
think every student should aspire to rally 
and embrace the student body mob at 
least once.  Th at being says, the current 
traditions are not so ineff able that you 
cannot break into the hemisphere and 
start a tradition that means something to 
you. If it becomes the next tailgate, or just 
something you can look back on fondly, 
remember that nothing at Duke is set in 
stone. Duke basketball is a social staple, 
but like every societal change, traditions 
and unoffi  cial graduation requirements 
have to start somewhere. 

devilʼs advocate
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tar tracks BY JULIA WALL, UNC-CH

Grab a Puppy When Stress Levels Spike

A 
s my fi ft h semester at UNC-
Chapel Hill wraps up, I’m 
realizing that one of the best 
ways to cope with the stress 

that accumulates throughout the school 
year is to do whatever I can to be around 
animals.  As much as that makes me sound 
like a crazy animal lover, I can’t help but 
feel that seeing a dog wag its tail, grooming 
a horse or feeling a cat purr is a great way 
to relieve stress.  I’m proud to call the few 
animals in my life some of my best friends, 
especially when the going gets tough with 
school, work and whatever else life decides 
to throw my way.

Having animals around in high 
stress situations has been emotionally 
therapeutic for me.  I never really took 
notice of the eff ect that animal have on 
people until I spent time volunteering at 
a therapeutic horseback riding facility, 
Th e Coastal Th erapeutic Riding Program 
in Castle Hayne, N.C.  Th roughout my 
senior year in high school I spent time 
working at the barn and with the children 
who were taking lessons.  Over the course 
of a couple of months, I learned enough 
to teach a riding lesson to a young man 
with cerebral palsy by myself.  Watching 
the infl uence of giant, beautiful animals 
on young children and adults while they 
brush or walk the horses was eye opening, 
but being in the ring and watching the 
horses help riders achieve their personal 
goals was phenomenal.  It showed me how 
valuable horses in particular are to humans 
when it comes to emotional well being.  
But horses aren’t the only animals that 
provide that sort of emotional comfort; 
all animals positively aff ect people in their 
own unique way.  

I’ve heard tales of colleges that have 
rooms full of puppies for students to 
play with when exams approach at the 
end of each semester, for instance, at 
Tuft s University in Massachusetts.  How 
brilliant is that?  I would absolutely love to 
spend my free time in between academic 
engagements with a group of friends in a 
room full of puppies.  

A great way to get your animal cuteness 
fi x is to get involved with groups on 
campuses or in your community such as 
the UNC-CH Campus Y’s Helping Paws.  
Th is organization does great things in 
terms of awareness of animal rights and 
of animal adoption opportunities such as 
those available through the Orange County 
Animal Shelter.  It is quick and easy to 
get certifi ed and trained to participate 
in volunteer activities around campus 
and in Chapel Hill that help promote the 
adoption services facilitated by the shelter.  
If you work with them you get a chance to 
participate in activities like “Puppies in the 
Pit,” and you can take 
trips to the shelter to 
walk dogs and play with 
cats.  I helped out with a 
few of these events last 
year and it made my day 
each time.  

So if you’re having 
trouble figuring out a 
way to relax and breeze 
through the sea of 
stress that everyone is 
immersed in through 
the school year, don’t 
forget that most 
animals can help you 
retain your sanity.  If 

you know someone who owns a dog, 
offer to walk it!  If you’re really willing 
to go all out and provide yourself with 
a friendly stress reliever that you can 
always come home to, consider adopting 
a pet of your own.  There are plenty 
around the Durham and Chapel Hill 
area that need loving home and they 
come in all shapes and sizes.

If you’re a crazy animal lover like me, 
don’t be afraid to admit it.  Embrace it!  
And even if you have yet to become as 
compelled by the presence of any given 
animal at any given time, you’ve still got 
time.  You too can appreciate the power 
that animals have to sooth the soul.  I 
promise you, you won’t regret it.  Th ere 
is so much to be learned and so much to 
be said about being able to bond with an 
animal.  I wish I could do it more oft en.  
Whether I’m having a great day or an 
absolutely terrible one, there’s no way 
seeing an animal wouldn’t make that day 
better in some way.  

Iʼve heard tales of colleges that 
have rooms full of puppies for 

students to play with when 
exams approach at the end 

of each semester, like at Tufts 
University in Massachusetts.
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A
s the temperature starts to drop 
and everyone begins to bundle 
up, here are some fashion trends 
that are stylish and warm to 

wear for winter. Whether a student is at 
Duke or UNC-CH, cute and cozy cloth-
ing will be needed to keep warm between 
classes and on those chilly weekend nights! 

On both campuses it seems that there is 
one word on everyone’s lips when it comes 
to winter fashion–Scarves! 

“I’m really excited to wear scarves 
now that its winter. I really like all of the 
diff erent kinds and styles of scarves,” says 
Alex Abend, a senior English major at 
Duke who intends to pursue medicine 

aft er graduation. From basic knitted 
scarves from Grandma to imported paisley 
pashmina scarves, everywhere you look on 
campus, there are a variety of styles that 
can be worn with any outfi t. 

 “I like printed ones because you can 
take a plain outfi t and dress it up with a 
scarf,” says Amanda Garfi nkel, a junior 

BY LILLY KNOEPP, UNC-CH
DESIGN BY SHANNON COFFEY, UNC-CH
PHOTOS BY ALEISE PRESLAR, UNC-CH

Beat the gray and dreary winter weather with warm coats, trendy 
boots and colorful scarves. 

WINTER
fashionistasfashionistas

Senior Byron Ho, a philosophy major at Duke, will be wearing his trench 
coat and Timberlands this winter.  

Junior Bio-statistics major Amanda Piltzer (left) and junior English major Maddy Mer-
rill, both at UNC-CH, are ready to wear scarves, boots and sweaters this season. 
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From basic 
knitted scarves 
from Grandma to 
imported paisley 
pashmina scarves, 
everywhere you look 
on campus there are 
a variety of styles 
that can be worn with 
any outfi t. 

history major at Duke. 
Scarves are a great addition to any win-

ter wardrobe because of their versatility. 
Th ey can be used to keep warm and can 
change the look of an entire outfi t. 

For a different cozy style, there is 
the eternity scarf, which is simply a 
scarf  that is sewn in a circle; so there 
is no worrying about it slipping off or 
putting it on the wrong way. “They are 
great, I highly recommend them,” says 
Maddy Merrill, a junior English major 
at UNC-CH. 

But there is one question when it comes 
to scarves: is it okay for men to wear them? 

“I think that it is more acceptable 
for guys to wear scarves in different 
places.- In the South it is less acceptable 
than in the Northeast or outside of the 
U.S.,” says Byron Ho, a senior philoso-
phy major at Duke. “I’m definitely going 
to wear scarves.” 

“I think that scarves are kind of iff y for 
boys unless it’s really cold, and defi nitely 
not argyle,” says Melissa Miller, a sopho-
more public policy and women’s studies 
double major at Duke. 

Others, however, disagree. 
 “I like it when boys dress up in sweat-

ers and scarves for winter,” says Hannah 
Carter, a sophomore at Duke with an 
undecided major. 

ABOVE Senior Alex Abend, an English major at Duke, 
loves bundling up for winter.
RIGHT: Epidemiology graduate student Nadya Belenky is 
ready for winter in scarves, hats and ankle boots.
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Another trend that students seem to be excited about is 
boots; they might be the last thing to put on in the morning 

“I am all about scarves and a lot of 
plaid,” says Turner Popalis, junior dra-
matic arts major at UNC-CH.

Other winter accessories, which are 
also going to be seen around campuses 
are hats and gloves. 

“Hats are helpful and very utilitar-
ian,” Popalis says.  “I have a pink beanie 
which is nice because it really pops with 
the more subdued winter color pallet of 
grays and browns. I like to throw in a 
bright color underneath that.”

“I like hats, scarves, gloves, fi ngerless 
gloves, and fl oppy over gloves and also 
gloves with faces, says Aziza Sullivan, a 
senior English major at Duke.  “I hate 
fashion but winter accessories are right 
up my alley,” 

“I really like that winter look 
where you’re all bundled-up and 
you look like a little snow bunny!” 
Adbend says. “I’ll be wearing the hats 
that kind of flop to the side, I’ll be 
wearing hats and gloves and scarves 
and definitely sweaters.”

Th is bundled-up look is the only 
way to really keep warm at UNC-CH 
if you have to trek from South Campus 

to your classes on North Campus in the 
chilly morning air. 

“Down is for winter,” says Nadya 
Belenky, an epidemiology graduate 
student at UNC-CH. “I don’t like to 
be cold. Down jackets are the best! 
Scarves are also the best. You should 
also wear long underwear- it might 
not be fashionable but it’s better than 
being miserable.” 

Another option besides hats are 
ear-warmers, such as the kind that 
wrap around your head with Velcro or 
for more warmth fuzzy old-school ear-
warmers that only go over your ears. 

As for jackets, it there seems to be 
a unanimous vote for peacoats this 
winter for a nicer look. For a look that 
is more about warmth, fl eeces such as 
Northface jackets are good for running 
around campus.   

“I’m going to be wearing a peacoat, 
some sexy jeans, sweaters and smart 
wool socks,” says Donovan Dorrance, a 
junior philosophy major at UNC-CH. 
“Th ey’re just so warm and cozy. I like 
scarves. All my scarves have been gift s, 
so I’ve never bought a scarf. Plaid is my 

winter color.” 
The weather in North Carolina 

rarely gets below freezing, which 
means there is no need for heavier 
clothing that is common in other 
parts of the U.S. “I have a snow 
trench coat which is good for the 
harsh weather in New Jersey- which 
is where I’m from,” says Abend. “You 
have to bundle up like you live in an 
igloo. I like it a lot better here- the 
fashion is a lot less puffy. It makes it 
a lot easier to get dressed here so I’ll 
probably wear a peacoat.”

Another trend that students seem to 
be excited about is boots; they might be 
the last thing to put on in the morning 
but they can make an outfi t.

“I plan on getting some fl at boots 
defi nitely without any heels and prob-
ably riding boots,” says Erin Boland, a 
senior public policy major at Duke. 

“Cowboy boots are a nice back-up, 
but they’re not really warm,” says Mer-
rill.  “I have these L.L. Bean shearing-
lined lace-up boots that I’m obsessed 
with. Th ey are really warm.”

Uggs boots are always a popular 

Models at 
a winter 

fashion show 
in the Pit 

at UNC-CH 
showcase hot 

trends for 
colder sea-

sons, such as 
dressing up 

leggings with 
boots and 

adding bold 
statement 
necklaces.  
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Junior Turner Popalis, a dramatic arts major at UNC-CH, always tries to work some color into his winter ward-
robe.

choice of boot. 
“I am your typical lazy college 

student,” says Carter. “I’ll be wear-
ing leggings and Uggs with an over-
sized sweater.”

Legging and tights can also a good 
option when dressing up without want-
ing to freeze to death. 

“I have to dress up three days a week 
for work,” Boland says. “It can be a 
struggle in winter to dress nice when 
it gets cold but I’ll probably just wear 
leggings with a dress.” 

Even dressing up, it can be easy 
to stay warm in leggings, boots and a 
fancy, but still warm, scarf. 

For everyday around campus many 
suggest dressing in layers for both func-
tion and fashion. 

“On a day-to-day basis I’ll be 
wearing jeans, boots with a shirt 
and jacket,” says Garfinkel. “I like to 
dress in layers like sweaters so that 
when I take my coat off inside I can 
still be warm.”

Some other trends to keep in mind 
for the season are bold colors and pat-
terns to keep the gray of winter at bay. DIY Blogs Want to make your own chic scarf for this win-

ter? Check out these blogs for some handy tips. 

www.scarves.net/blog/12-ways-to-tie-a-scarf
www.britttanymakes.com/brittanymakes/2011/10/diy-fl annel-infi nity-scarf.html
www.myblessedlife.net/2011/10/t-shirt-scarf-tutorial.html
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY EMILY MCGINTY, DUKE
DESIGN BY SHANNON COFFEY, UNC-CH

Every issue we take an outside perspective from 

one of our columnists who is studying abroad. 

Emily McGinty is a junior at Duke University 

studying abroad through the independent 

organization School for International Training.

O
n a sunny aft ernoon in a 
beachside community close to 
Cape Town, a middle-aged man 
followed me along an empty 

stretch of road. I grew nervous upon real-
izing the same man had unsuccessfully 
asked me for money a half-mile earlier at 
the beach. 

I crossed the street, and the man fol-
lowed. I crossed back, and he crossed back. 
Another minute into this unwanted game 
of follow-the-leader, I passed a public 
maintenance worker tending a nearby 
fl owerbed. Upon noticing my nonverbal 
appeal for help, the worker joined our 
game and casually steered his wheelbarrow 
along the sidewalk behind us. 

When our eclectic trio hit a cluster of 
busy (and safe) shops a few blocks later, I 
turned to see the orange-vested mainte-
nance man nod and veer towards an invis-
ible landscaping project. Th e city gardener 
had become, for the day, my impromptu 
public safety offi  cer. 

A few weeks later, on an early wind-
swept evening in my rural homestay, my 
host mother asked me to fetch ibohkwe, or 
the family goat, and bring him to his pen 

before dinner. 
I entered the surrounding fi elds with 

no idea how I might locate and then 
persuade our bad-tempered goat to follow 
me home. Aft er ten minutes of aimless 
wandering, I spotted a group of goats 
grazing beneath the setting sun. 

Completely unable to discern my 
family’s goat from any of the others, I 
foolishly clapped and gestured as if one of 
them might suddenly channel the mental-
ity of a trained Labrador retriever. 

A 10-year-old boy named Lamla, our 
neighbor, came bounding up behind me; 
long stick in hand, he swiftly prodded 
his goat from the group. Lamla regis-
tered my helplessness and coaxed my 
family’s goat from its grassy feast. He 
then started running with the goats close 
behind, and I didn’t know what to do 
other than follow. 

Aft er dodging piles of cow dung and 
the occasional stray dog, we reached my 
house and Lamla nudged my goat into 
its nearby pen. He sent away the smaller 
children and animals who had joined our 
race, and motioned for his own goat to 
follow him home.

Above: My program is 
based in Cape Town, 

which is home to Table 
Mountain and a beautiful 

coastline. A group hike 
up neighboring Lionʼs 

Head Mountain gave us 
a panoramic view of the 

windy city and beach/
mountain scenes.
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Fast-forward a few weeks to two days 
before Thanksgiving. I left a meeting 
at the University of Cape Town (UCT) 
and expected to catch a city-bound bus 
that was supposed to arrive every 20 
minutes. After wasting more than an 
hour watching the wrong buses turn up, 
I hopped onto a shuttle that I believed 
might drop me within walking distance 
of my apartment.

Th e end result here is predictable: 
wrong bus, wrong direction, lots of time 
lost. I mentally rearranged my plans for 
the day as I rode the wrong bus back to 
its original stop. Forced to reveal my clue-
lessness, I consulted the most approach-
able-looking person at the stop. 

This person turned out to be a 
Harvard research fellow who not only 
clarified the bus schedule that had been 
altered for final exams at the University, 
but chatted with me sincerely and for 
long enough to warrant an invitation to 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

Th ese three stories may seem incon-
gruent: what does my game of follow-
the-leader, a stick-wielding boy and some 
goats and a bus-bound Harvard alumnus 
have in common? Th ey all taught me 
that despite spending two years explor-
ing various “Modes of Inquiry” at Duke 
University, I missed a core class along the 
way: How to Ask for Help. 

To Duke’s credit, I really have learned 
a lot about asking questions these past 
two years. Class projects and RIVAL 

feature stories motivate me to con-
duct productive interviews. The public 
policy department has wired my brain 
to analyze the costs and benefits of every 
decision I make (Every. Single. One.). 
Campus groups and centers encourage 
me to ponder the roles of gender, race 
and sexuality within and outside of Duke 
and UNC-CH. 

But the whole asking for help thing? 
Well, it’s taken a semester halfway around 
the world to fi nally learn the importance 
of asking for help. 

In part, help has simply been neces-
sary while living in this foreign coun-
try—it is understandable that I don’t 
know how to fetch goats or read unwrit-
ten bus rules. Help has also appeared on 
its own, bearing sticks and cloaked in 
orange vests. 

And along the way, I’ve wondered: 
what is so different about asking for help 
here, and searching for it on Tobacco 
Road? One answer seems obvious: 
Acknowledging a need for help implies 
that you can’t figure something out for 
yourself. At school, we know the ef-
fortless perfection plague: everyone is 
expected to Have it All Together, Always 
(and, well, effortlessly). 

During my time abroad, I’m al-
most always expected not to have it all 
together. South Africans are impressed 
when I even try to speak their native 
language, and they are generally happy 
to engage in sporadic conversation on 

During a break between homestay experiences, 
my group went on a game drive in the Eastern 
Cape. I met a few spotted friends (like this one) 
who had been raised by the facility since birth. 
Although they initially looked menacing, the cud-
dly cats rolled over to play and purred when we 
scratched their ears. 

In South Africa, 
people donʼt go out 
of their way to lend 
a hand. They donʼt 
just tell me to go 
four blocks down 
and two blocks to 
the right–they walk 
me all the way to 
the address Iʼve 
scribbled down. 

the street. These unplanned conversa-
tions bring me to another point: the 
concept of time. 

Back at school, I hesitate to ask for 
help–be it for academic, extracurricular 
or personal purposes–because I assume 
everyone is too busy to provide assis-
tance. Simply put, I question whether 
I’m worth someone’s time (cost benefi t 
analysis syndrome at its worst). 

In South Africa, people go out of their 
way to lend a hand. Th ey don’t just tell me 
to go four blocks down and two blocks to 
the right- they walk me all the way to the 
address I’ve scribbled down. 

Adherence to rigid schedules is less of 
a ‘thing’ here than it is in the States, and 
the diff erence has its costs (I’ve shown 
up at one too many internet cafes where 
the staff  member is fast asleep behind a 
locked door). In the end, though, there’s 
no question about which atmosphere 
makes me feel more comfortable asking 
for help.

As I prepare to re-enter the world that 
encourages us to make everything look 
easy, my suitcase will be much heavier 
than the one I packed in August. In addi-
tion to gift s, craft s and the miscellaneous 
odds and ends I’ve collected, I am carrying 
home a weighty conviction in the impor-
tance of asking for help when it’s needed. 

I might not be getting a hig her GPA for 
it, but I’ve spent the semester deeply en-
gaged in this whole new Mode of Inquiry.
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BY ALLIE BARNES, UNC-CH
DESIGN BY ALLIE BARNES, UNC-CH
PHOTOS BY ALLIE BARNES, UNC-CH

T
he North Carolina Museum 
of Art (NCMA) is located in 
the heart of Raleigh, less than 
an hour drive from both Duke 

University and the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Th is museum 
off ers many notable artworks from great 
artists, such as Claude Monet, Peter Paul 
Ruben, Pompeo Girlamo Batoni and An-
selm Kiefer. 

In an eff ort to attract more students to 
visit, NCMA off ers discounted tickets for 
students upon the presentation of student 
IDs. Th e discounted tickets, $15, are avail-
able both for regular entrance into the mu-
seum and for special events and programs 

The Permanent Collection

The Museum Park

that are frequently scheduled. Tours of the 
museum are off ered daily if desired.

Th e permanent collection of the mu-
seum houses works from many parts of the 
world, including Africa, pre-Columbian 
America, Europe and Oceania. Special 
strengths, as noted by the offi  cial website 
of the North Carolina Museum of Art, 
include the Italian Renaissance collection, 
sculpture and vase painting from the an-
cient Greece and Rome, Egyptian funerary 
art, 18th-20th American art, pre-Columbian 
art, Oceanic art, Jewish ceremonial objects 
and international contemporary art.

Th e most recent addition to the mu-
seum’s already extensive collection of art 

is 30 original pieces by Auguste Rodin. 
Th ese works, which were a gift  to the 
museum by the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor 
Foundation, are currently being integrat-
ed into the museum. 

Museum Park, NCMA’s 164-acre 
landscape, was a restoration project with 
a main focus of integrating art into nature 
and natural systems. According to the 
North Carolina’s Museum of Art’s website, 
“Regional,  national and international art-
ists are commissioned by the Museum to 
create site-specifi c temporary and perma-
nent works that directly engage the land-
scape and present new perspectives on the 

The North Carolina Museum of Art  
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“ I think the park is extremely well done 
and I am proud that North Carolina has 
an art museum of that caliber”

-Mark Drosnes

natural world, exploring our relationship 
to the environment and the role of nature 
in contemporary society.” 

Over 12 large artwork pieces are 
displayed in Museum Park. Gyre, built 
in 1999 by Th omas Sayre, is a series of 
three concrete rings that are 24 feet and 
six inches tall and 22 feet wide. Th e entire 
sculpture is 150 feet long. Th e concrete 
rings, which are reinforced with steel and 
colored with iron oxide for a red hue, have 
an earth casting which is created by mot-
tling from dirt residue. 

Cloud Chamber for the Trees and Sky is 
another nature sculpture in the Park. Built 
in 2003 by Chris Drury, it is a circular shel-
ter, 12 feet in diameter, created with stone, 
wood and turf. According to the NCMA’s 

website, “Th is shelter operates as an over-
sized camera obscura, or a pinhole camera. 

A small aperture in the roof projects an 
inverted image of the sky onto the fl oor of 
the chamber, an eff ect that seems to pull 
the sky down to the viewer. Inside, one’s 
perspective is turned upside down. Instead 

of looking up at the sky, trees, or clouds, 
one looks down on them from above.”

Mark Drosnes, sopho-
more environmental sci-
ence major at UNC-CH, 
went to the Museum Park 
twice last year and says it 
was a great experience.

“I think the park is 
extremely well done and 
I am proud that North 
Carolina has an art 
museum of that caliber ,” 

Drosnes says. “Th e Cloud Chamber is one 
of the most interesting things I’ve seen, 
and I found it every peaceful.”

Th e Museum Park is open daily, includ-
ing holidays, from dusk until dawn.

Recently NCMA made history with 
its exhibition of works by Rembrandt 
van Rijn, the famous 17th century Dutch 
painter. On Sunday, October 30th, the NC 
Museum of Art revealed the largest collec-
tion of Rembrandt paintings in the special 
exhibit “Rembrandt in America.” Th e 
collection, which features over 30 original 
signed Rembrandt paintings, focuses on 
the artist’s personal life and career, and 
the diffi  culties he faced upon becoming a 
master painter.

Dennis Weller, curator of the Northern 
European Art at NCMA and the co-cura-
tor of “Rembrandt in America,” has wanted 
to create this exhibit for over 16 years.

“I am very pleased that this is happen-
ing,” Weller says. “[Rembrandt is] one of 
the greatest of old maters. We are cel-

ebrating genius.”
Most of the exhibit is a collection of 

portraits. Rembrandt’s career was largely 
based on commissions to paint portraits 
of famous patrons, nobility and the clergy. 
Th ere are also many self-portraits, as 
Rembrandt painted himself regularly 
throughout his career to further develop 
his signature painting technique.

Another element of the exhibit features 
works which were once thought to be 
Rembrandts. Aft er Rembrandt became a 
master painter, or master, in Amsterdam in 
the late 1600s, he opened a painting work-
shop where he taught hundreds of stu-
dents. Many old masters had workshops, 
including Peter Paul Ruben, Michelangelo 
Merisi da Caravaggio, and Tiziano Vecelli 
(more famously known as Titan). Th e ac-
tual level of involvement that the Masters 
had with the fi nal products were varied 

and it is unknown to what extent Rem-
brandt participated in his pupils’ works.

Aft er Rembrandt’s death in 1669, 
many paintings that were taken from 
his workshop were considered original 
Rembrandts for many years. However, in 
recent years, many paintings have been 
declassifi ed from Rembrandt’s work to 
that of his pupils. For example, Descent 
from the Cross, a painting which depicted 
Jesus being taken down from his crucifi x-
ion, sold for a record amount in 1909 as 
a Rembrandt. We now know the painting 
was not Rembrandt’s work, but the work 
of some of his famous pupils. Th e exhibit 
features Descent from the Cross and other 
faux Rembrandt work so that guests can 
compare and have a deeper understanding 
of Rembrandt’s actual technique.

Although portraits were Rembrandt’s 
main claim to fame, he also did numer-

Rembrandt in America

Makes History with Rembrandt Exhibit
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Getting to the Museum

ous paintings of both Greek and Roman 
mythological idols. Th ese gods and god-
desses are displayed in their own room in 
the exhibit so visitors can have a true feel 
of these wondrous characters. Examples 
of mythological portraits include Flora, 
Athena and Cupid. Also featured along-
side Rembrandt’s artworks are selections 
of literary pieces, about Rembrandt’s life, 
artwork and conspiracy theories of the 

authenticity of some of his works. 
Rembrandt in America was organized 

not only by the NCMA, but also by the 
Cleveland Museum of Art and the Min-
neapolis Institute of Art. Th is exhibit will 
be in Raleigh until January 22, 2012, when 

it will then move on to other museums. 
Raleigh is the only East Coast venue of 
this show, and students are encouraged to 
attend while they can.

Larry Wheeler, director of NCMA, says 
he was very excited for this exhibit to open 
and foresees it to be one of the most popu-
lar exhibits they have ever featured.

“Over 10,000 tickets have been presold,” 
Wheeler says.  “Th at’s a really good num-

ber. Th ey’ve been sold 
to over 25 diff erent 
states and numerous 
countries. I can’t tell 
you what it means for 
the tourism. We hope 
that all 50 states will 
be represented and 
many more foreign 
countries will be 
represented, just like 
[the] Monet [exhibit]. 
We are hoping to ex-
ceed that attendance, 

which was over 200,000.”

Transportation in college can some-
times be limited. If a personal car in not 

“ I canʼt tell you what it means for the 
tourism. We hope that all 50 states will 
be represented and many more foreign 
countries will be represented”

-Larry Wheeler

readily accessible, there are bus lines that 
go to Raleigh from both Chapel Hill and 
Durham. Th e CRX, Chapel Hill-Raleigh 
Express, serves the UNC-CH campus as 
well as downtown Chapel Hill and takes 
passengers to the heart of downtown 
Raleigh. Th e DRX, Durham-Raleigh 
Express, has similar Raleigh downtown 
destinations. Both lines also go to North 
Carolina State University.

If a personal driving experience is pre-
ferred over taking the bus, UNC-CH stu-
dents (and faculty) can rent one of the six 
Zipcars on campus. Reserving one of these 
small, eco-friendly and compact Zipcars is 
easy online or over the phone, with the one 
stipulation that the driver is over 18 years 
of age. Th e cars can be rented either by 
the hour or by the day, with rates depend-
ing on how long the car is rented. Rates 
include gas and insurance, and access to 
the Zipcar is available 24 hours a day.

Duke also has a WeCar rental system, 
with 16 total vehicles available for use. Th e 
cars are available in convenient locations 
around campus and also operate on hourly 
and daily rates. Last year Duke even added 
an overnight rental feature that makes the 
WeCars convenient to take at any time.

ABOVE, LEFT (pg. 18): A gentleman admires one of many Rembrandt self portraits. In the exhibit 
Rembrandt in America, there is an entire room dedicated to his self portraits and style change. There is 
information beside each portrait containing a short description of the artwork piece.

ABOVE, RIGHT (pg. 19): The Rembrandt in America sign glows brightly at the entrance of the gallery.

ABOVE, RIGHT, LEFT (pg. 20): The North Carolina Museum of Artʼs Gift Shop has an entire section 
dedicated to selections of Rembrandt memobilia. Pictured here, coffee mugs, purses and games are 
examples of gift ideas. Other examples are prints of Rembrandtʼs artwork, postcards, books, magnets, 
journals and maps.
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BY LAUREL BURK, DUKE
DESIGN BY ALLIE BARNES, UNC-CH

LAUREL BURK is a 
sophomore English 
major from Duke. 
She is also a 
member of Duke’s 
student athletics 
club, Th e Inferno.

ATHLETEʼSCORNER

I
n my family (and I suspect many of 
yours as well), the holiday season 
involve some combination of food, 
family, movies and sports. Th is 

Th anksgiving, my dad and I found a way 
to combine all of these elements into a 
single activity: we went to the movies to 
see a holiday fl ick about sports, while 
munching on theater candy.

“Moneyball” is not the usual uplift ing 
sports movie of the “Rudy” or “Remember 
Th e Titans” variety. Sure, it focuses on 
an underdog team and is based on a true 
story, but for the most part that’s where the 
similarities end. “Moneyball” isn’t about 
players’ bonds or the grit and determina-
tion that leads them to improbable success. 
In fact, it’s all about probability. Th e movie 
focuses on a so-called ‘sabermetric’ ap-
proach that the Oakland A’s management 
used to take a small-market, low-budget 
baseball team further than anyone thought 
they could go. 

Sabermetrics reduces baseball play-
ers to numbers and odds. Talent and star 
quality are benched in favor of on-base 
percentage, and all-stars are replaced in 
aggregate by a larger group of players who 
can collectively approximate their statistics 
— hardly “Field of Dreams”w material. In-
tangibles and chemistry just aren’t a factor 
on the A’s roster or lineup card. Regardless, 
in the midst of this statistics-frenzied sea-
son, Brad Pitt’s character (the A’s general 
manager) continually repeats the phrase, 
“It hard not to be romantic about baseball.”

I’m not much of an MLB fan, or a 
pro sports enthusiast in general, but this 
line got me thinking about the relation-
ship between objective numbers and the 
romantic nature of college athletics. To 

me, the intersection of these seemingly 
opposite forces becomes most obvious 
in March. Th ere seems to be a negative 
correlation between the amount of eff ort 
you put into your March Madness bracket 
and the amount of success it brings you. 
You can spend hours craft ing an algorithm 
that takes into account past wins and odds 
based on seeding, but you will still inevi-
tably lose your pool to that girl down the 
hall who picked her teams because their 
mascots were best or because she liked 
how the school name looked on paper. In 
college sports, we love cheering against 
the odds; a Final Four fi lled with #1 seeds 
lacks the drama of a much-loved unex-
pected Cinderella story.

While watching rivalry games or post-
season tournaments in any college sport, 
it becomes hard not to believe in intan-
gibles. How many times have you seen 
that chronically injured senior rise to the 
occasion and have the game of her life to 
lead her team to victory? Big, burly guys 
cry tears of joy or sorrow on Senior Night 
or aft er a hard-fought elimination game. It 
seems more than a little callous and cyni-
cal to replace these emotional scenes with 
spreadsheets and equations. 

Th at being said, numbers still loom 
large over college courts and fi elds. Th ey 
mark accomplishments, as we Dukies 
have learned in the frenzy over Coach K’s 
landmark 903rd win. Numbers justify gut 
feelings and provide reason behind emo-
tion. When a fan says his team is the best, 
he is communicating his emotions — loy-
alty, pride, love — but will inevitably draw 
on numbers for proof of his claims. If you 
want to assert that UNC-CH basketball is 
better than the team down the road, you 
will undoubtedly pick your most promis-
ing set of numbers — national champion-
ships, all-time wins — and insist that a 
Duke fan cannot possibly dispute your 
concrete evidence.

Numbers may enhance drama in col-
lege sports, but contrary to “Moneyball”s 
stance, it seems they have the potential 
to destroy fans’ attachment to the game 
at the professional level. Take this year’s 

NBA nonsense. Instead of fi nger-rolls, 
buzzer-beaters and highlight-reel dunks, 
this November has been full of BRI 
(Basketball Related Income) splits and 
salary caps. Th ere’s nothing like a work 
stoppage to remind fans that sports are a 
business; they’re meant to make money, 
not memories. Of course, fans have always 
known that, but it’s easier to forget about 
the economics when you’re watching the 
product in action on the court, rather than 
the negotiation table.

“Moneyball” combines these lessons 
from both levels of sports. At fi rst, the A’s 
fans can tell something unusual is going 
on with their team; the fans are seeing 
numbers on the fi eld rather than players, 
and worst of all, the numbers are losing. 
Without giving too much away, the A’s suc-
cess eventually diverts attention from the 
statistical gears turning in the background. 
Sportscasters and fans embrace the team 
once they become a story, rather than a 
collection of numbers. Th e A’s manage-
ment eff ectively manufactures a Cinderella 
story.

It seems sports fans and athletes can 
stomach numbers when they ratchet up 
the drama rather than diluting it, when 
they push the narrative forward. Ultimate-
ly sports are stories—civilian war stories, 
if you will. Athletes compare ‘battle scars’ 
with one another and trade their most 
epic tales of danger, struggle and victory. 
Fans identify emblems of good and evil 
and cheer accordingly. Teams are bands of 
brothers (or sisters) led by fearless gener-
als, their coaches. It is human drama at its 
fi nest, without the ultimate human cost.

Behind ‘global,’ ‘interdisciplinary’ seems 
to be the hottest academic buzzword these 
days. Some academics may struggle to 
understand the role of athletics in higher 
education, but I see them as providing 
valuable interdisciplinary instruction. Take 
the high drama of Th eater Studies, throw 
in a pinch of epic fl avor from Classics and 
add a handful of Statistics. Th is may seem 
like a weird mix of disparate elements, but 
it turns out to make a beautiful combina-
tion called sports.
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In our By the Book section, we compare the syllabi of 

two similar courses—one from Th e University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill and one from Duke University. 

Th is issue we take a quick look at the introductory 

geology classes at each univeristy. Enjoy!

ORGANIC CHEM II

COURSE NAME:
Orangic Chemistry II
*Th is is a sample syllabus from 2008

107 Gross Chemistry
 

COURSE NUMBER: CHEM 262 CHEM 152

PROFESSOR: Pual Kropp, Colin Hughes Steven Baldwin

OFFERED IN SPRING 2012: Yes Yes

PRICE OF BOOK:
$246 (package of both) $125, $75

NUMBER OF QUIZES: 0 0

NUMBER OF EXAMS: 3 + Final Exam 3 + Final Exam

ATTENDANCE POLICY: Mandatory Mandatory

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM: Offi  ce Hours, Peer Tutoring, Individual 
Tutoring

Offi  ce Hours, Resource Room, Peer 
Tutoring and Individual Tutoring

REQUIRED BOOK: Organic Chemistry, Fourth Edition
by: Brown/Foote/Iverson

Student Study Guide and Solutions Manual
by: Iverson/Iverson

Organic Chemistry, 5th edition 
by: Marc Loudon

Study Guide and Solutions Manual 
by: Roberts & Co.

COURSE GRADE: Exams- 25% each
Final- 25%

3 Hour Examinations- 450 points
Final Exam- 300 points
Labratory- 250 points
Total: 1000 points
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CHELSEA PIERONI is a sophomore at Duke University from Florence, Italy majoring in philosophy. 
Pieroni is extremely passionate about photography and works as a photographer for Th e Chronicle and 
is the photography editor for the Recess section of the newspaper. She did a photo shoot covering the 
Fall Arts Festival, has submitted her work to FORM Magazine and has published four works in Latent 
Magazine. In addition to her love of photography, Pieroni is also a visible activist for the LGBT commu-
nity. She has completed the Ally training and as a result of her enthusiastic participation in the advance-
ment of LGBT rights in her community, Pieroni was off ered a position at the Duke LGBT center where 
she currently works as an intern. She also tutors Italian and Latin on campus and enjoys playing classi-
cal music in her free time.

BY BHUMI DALIA, UNC-CH (PHOTO SELF-SUBMITTED)

SPENCER BRISSON, a junior communications major from Salisbury, N.C., has a passion for music 
and a knack for creativity. Brisson has played the guitar and drums since fi ft h grade and has worked 
extensively with synthesizers, as well as with a technique called circuit bending. Circuit bending is a 
method for making new sounds by creatively manipulating the circuits in any electronic device. Th ere 
are no rules or combinations for circuit bending, so Brisson uses his knowledge of the basic technique 
and leaves everything else to his imagination. In the communications department at UNC-CH, Bris-
son has been able to build relationships with and seek advice from faculty members who have assisted 
him with books and suggestions for new things to do with circuits. He is currently engaged in an inde-
pendent study at UNC-CH for which he will perform with some of the circuits he has built.    

BY COPELAND BARNES, UNC-CH (PHOTO SELF-SUBMITTED)

PRISCILLA TOWNSEND, a sophomore at UNC-Chapel Hill from Waxhaw, North Carolina, is com-
pleting her bachelor’s degree in dental hygiene. Still, it is not uncommon to fi nd her bringing together 
two worlds she loves most: music and dentistry. When Priscilla is not in class, she can usually be found 
on a stage strumming a ukulele or singing her favorite cover, Nicki Minaj’s Superbass. She recently 
released her debut album, “Chasing Sheep” (now available on iTunes, Amazon, and other download 
sites) and she states that “life as a signed musician/singer-songwriter continues to create a unique un-
dergraduate experience” for her. When she is not in class or on stage, she enjoys several activities such 
as spoken word poetry, Latin dancing or visiting her family in her hometown. Priscilla has fi ve siblings, 
a ukulele named “Niles”, a minor obsession with sushi and Peruvian cuisine, and enjoys watching Grey’s 
Anatomy. Check out her music at www.priscillatownsend.com, or on her YouTube Channel at www.
youtube.com/priscillatownsend! 

BY BHUMI DALIA, UNC-CH (PHOTO SELF-SUBMITTED)

PAT THOMPSON, originally from Hamilton, New Jersey, is a recent graduate of Duke University 
with a BA in public policy, is currently pursuing his Master’s degree in Christian Studies at the Duke 
University’s Divinity School. Th ompson also serves as Duke Basketball’s graduate assistant, where 
he assists the Director of Operations with weekly schedules for practices and meetings and serves as 
a liaison to Duke’s compliance offi  ce. Additionally, Pat was a cadet in Duke’s Army ROTC program 
and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the United States Army. He currently serves as an 
offi  cer in the United States Army Reserve and will take a leave of absence next semester to attend a 
four-month training course to take on a role as a United States Army Intelligence Offi  cer. In the future, 
Pat hopes to become a mayor of a small town in order to participate in the advancement of a small 
community.

BY BHUMI DALIA, UNC-CH (PHOTO SELF-SUBMITTED)

ANDREW HEIL, a junior at UNC-CH from Raleigh, North Carolina, is majoring in Italian and 
philosophy with a minor in social and economic justice. Andrew has been an ensemble member with 
Interactive Th eatre Carolina at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill since 2009.  Since 2010, 
he has also been part of Th eater Delta, an interactive theatre company that serves the broader Chapel 
Hill area.  Th is past summer he accompanied Ben Saypol, the Founder and Director of Th eater Delta, 
to perform at the World Bank/IFC’s 6th annual Private and Public Dialogue Conference in Vienna, 
Austria.  He plans on writing his senior honor’s thesis on Th eatre of the Oppressed aft er working with 
Krila, a Th eatre of the Oppressed group that works out of the Facoltà di Scienze della Formazione at 
the Università di Bologna.  In addition to his offi  cial membership in Interactive Th eatre Carolina and 
Th eatre Delta, on his own Andrew has led Image Th eatre workshops for theatre students in the Raleigh 
Area and members of Occupy Chapel Hill/Carrboro.

BY BHUMI DALIA, UNC-CH (PHOTO SELF-SUBMITTED)
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