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old habits die hard. 
There are two absolute basketball truths. 1. Duke 

is the scum of the earth and 2. The Carolina boys are 
tried and true. 

At least these are the facts that were instilled in 
me when I was about 5 years old. Thanks to my 
Dad, I was raised a die-hard Tar Heel fan, and more 
passionately (and importantly), an Anyone-But-Duke 
fan. 

As an admirer of the sport itself, I’d like to enjoy 
conversations with my boyfriend, cousin, good friends 
(all Duke students), and my hometown idol (a Duke 
graduate) about, for example, how Mason Plumlee 
is a much better player now than during his past two 
seasons. Yet every time I attempt to shine a positive 
light on the Dukies, I involuntarily cringe and subconscious trash talk runs through 
my brain.

That sounds illogical. I am, after all, an independent-minded thinker who 
believes anything can happen. It should be possible, although not easy, to disregard 
my past hostility towards Coach K’s crew. In the big picture, they are only a 
basketball team that doesn’t greatly impact my life. But for me, it is impossible to 
surrender my loyalty to Carolina.

Letting go of that resentment will mean losing part of my identity. I moved six 
times growing up, so friendships and the familiarities of “home” were fleeting; one 
of the few consistencies during my childhood was pulling against Duke. I loved (and 
still love) rooting against the Blue Devils, but now I care more about those memories 
than about hating the actual team and players. (I’ll never forget my Dad’s look of 
horror when I told him I thought Redick was a good player.) Now, hating Duke 
connects me to my childhood. At a time of new paths and major personal growth, 
it’s nice to feel some like some things haven’t changed.

Maybe when I’m an actual adult and can let go of my younger days, I will at least 
develop neutrality toward Duke Basketball. Until then, I will feel great joy after 
Duke’s losing games like those against Miami and Florida State, when I can hear the 
stunned silence in Cameron all the way in Chapel Hill.

We hope you enjoy!
 
 Cheers,

 Allie Barnes
 Editor-in-Chief
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What is still said to be the greatest comeback of all time, Carolina bested Duke in overtime 
in 1974. UNC-CH was down 8 points with 17 seconds left. Skillful plays led Carolina to tie 
the game with a buzzer-beater shot (this was before 3-point shots were implemented), and 
went on to win in overtime 96-92. But even in the Carolina glory days of Michael Jordan, 
Duke was able to defeat UNC-CH. The 1984 ACC semifinals match up ended 77-75, as 
Carolina was never able to recover from the first half when Duke players controlled the 
court. Brad Daugherty, Sam Perkins and Matt Doherty were also on that losing team.
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the mailbag:

And we’ll tell you what we think at 
rivalmagazine.wordpress.com

Rival is a joint publication between Duke University 
and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill that 
seeks to reinforce and redefine the historic rivalry. Rival 
is independently recognized at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and is also a member of the 
Duke University Undergraduate Publication Board.

Funding for Rival Magazine was provided in part by 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Student 
Congress and the Duke University Publications Board.

All content, pictures, graphics and design are the prop-
erty of Rival Magazine © 2011-2012. All rights reserved.

Tell us what you think at
Rival1112@gmail.com

did you know:
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pregame

I t is not a stretch to say that The 
Daily Tar Heel parallels the UNC-
CH men’s basketball team – both 
have won numerous awards and 

prestige through excellence in their respec-
tive fields.

The Chronicle, however, cannot make 
the same claims, seeing as they have never 
won any awards. But the winner of the an-
nual Chronicle-DTH wager isn’t based on 
who produces the best journalistic work.

Steven Norton, current Editor-in-Chief 
of the DTH, says The Chronicle hardly 
counts as competition.

“I think we universally agree that The 
Daily Tar Heel is superior,” says Norton, a 
senior comparative literature major from 
Elizabeth City, N.C.

Although Norton argues that he comes 
from better journalistic stock, he and 
Sanette Tanaka,the Chronicle’s current 
Editor-in-Chief interned together at The 
Charlotte Observer last summer. Tanaka 
says she and Norton got to know each 
other, but both editors admit they haven’t 
had reason to communicate frequently as 
Editors-in-Chief.  

 Now that peak rivalry time is ap-
proaching, Norton says he and his staff 
have not confirmed their terms of the bet 
traditionally wagered between the DTH 
and the Chronicle.

The annual agreement started in spring 
1993 when the DTH’s general manager en-
couraged then-Editor-in-Chief Peter Wall-
sten to show his faith in the Tar Heels by 
beginning a wager with The Chronicle that 
UNC-CH would win. Part of the original 
bet was that the losing team’s paper must 
print its masthead in its rival’s color.

To Wallsten’s dismay, UNC-CH lost 
that year. A message on the front page of 

the Feb. 4, 1993, DTH read: “Yes, it’s Dook 
Blue you see on the top of today’s Daily 
Tar Heel. I take full responsibility for this 
monstrous travesty.”

Wallsten’s statement also noted that 
the only other time the banner’s color had 
changed was in 1983, when then-Editor-
in-Chief Kerry DeRochi lost a bet to the 
editor of N.C. State University’s paper, The 
Technician, that UNC-CH would beat the 
Wolfpack.

Wallsten concluded his message: 
“Again, shove all the blame my way. I 
can be reached deep in the confines of 
the DTH office preparing strategies for 
revenge.”

Whatever strategy he came up with 
must have worked, since UNC-CH won 
the National Championship later that 
spring.   

Since Wallsten’s term as Editor-in-
Chief, several editors have amended 

the terms of the bet. By now, the color 
change and public announcements are an 
ingrained tradition in both newspapers’ 
offices.

Erica Perel, who was Editor-in Chief 
from 1997 to 1998, says she and her staff 
started the tradition where the losing 
Editor-in-Chief personally delivers a stack 
of papers to the winning paper’s office. 

UNC won that year, and The Chroni-
cle’s Editor-in-Chief had to make his way 
over to the DTH office, which was then 
still housed in the Student Union. 

“In the Editor’s Note that day, I wrote 
that if anyone [on-campus] wanted to see 
them deliver it, they should come at 11 
a.m,” Perel says. “We had a massive crowd 
show up.”

Matt Dees, who was editor from 2000 
to 2001, says he was simply happy to have 
gotten a chance to participate in the tradi-
tion. 

“It was great that we won that year,” he 
says.

“I am still a Carolina fan and want us to 
win, and in college you get swept up in it, 
and it’s fun to indulge.” 

dtH staff and editors show their 
school spirit in their off-campus office.

‘‘ i think we universally agree that the daily tar Heel 
is superior,” says editor-in-Chief steven norton.
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W hat do Christian Laettner, 
J.J. Redick, and last year’s 
Chronicle sports edi-
tor Andy Moore have in 

common? At some point in their college 
careers, each of these men has graced 
Carolina fans’ lists of Most Hated Dukies. 

Laettner and Redick earned their 
titles on the basketball court, but Moore 
garnered his from a small office in Duke’s 
Flowers building. In March 2011, the 
senior from Mount Olive, N.C. partici-
pated in The Daily Tar Heel (DTH) and 
The Chronicle’s tradition of exchanging 
trash-talk letters before the schools’ first 
matchup of the season. 

The DTH and Chronicle Editors-in-
Chief team up with their sports editors 
to write a nasty note to the other school. 
Moore says letter content is a “no-holds 
barred kind of thing” –no one censors 
insults or offensive language, but staff 
members are also fully aware that these let-
ters are meant as jokes. The key to keeping 
the exchange light-hearted is to enforce 
one cardinal rule: these letters are off the 
record. 

Unfortunately for the editors, the Daily 
Tar Heel got rid of its fax machine and 
letters had to be sent electronically for 
the first time last year. “Off the record” 
went out the window: a newspaper staffer 
sent the letters to Deadspin.com, a highly 
popular website that focuses more on 
sports gossip than on scores or standings. 
(Deadspin had recently given some differ-
ent Dukies trouble after publishing the full 
content and photos of Karen Owens’ F*ck 
List.)  

As with anything viral on the internet, 
every reader interprets a story her own 
way. “So many people thought the letters 
were real,” says Moore in slight disbelief. 
“People thought we were insulting the 
[DTH] and its staff.”

 Insults intended as witty jokes were 
considered very offensive, and angry read-
ers commented and blogged about the let-
ters. Commentary crossed personal lines, 
and Moore says he spent hours poring over 
the online fire he (unintentionally) helped 
ignite. 

“Everyone wrote about what terrible 
people [the Editor-in-Chief and I] were.” 

Moore says. “I even got some death threats 
from Carolina fans.” Since last year’s letter 
debacle, the current sports editors and 
editors-in-chief at Duke and UNC-CH 
have not confirmed the terms of agreement 
for this year’s letters. Although they haven’t 
discussed the actual exchange hurdle, the 
editors are likely going to change the tone 
of their writing.

Current Daily Tar Heel Editor-in-
Chief Steven Norton hopes to take a more 
“classy” approach to the tradition. “I think 
we allowed ourselves to use cursing as a 
crutch last year,” says Norton, “and I don’t 
really want that to happen this year.” 

Chronicle Editor-in-Chief Sanette 
Tanaka emphasizes that the tradition 
should stay off the record. “It’s a friendly 
rivalry between us,” says Tanaka, “and [the 
letter exchange] is just an internal thing.” 

Both staffs are committed to keeping 
this year’s letters in the office and off the 
internet. Last year’s crew learned its lesson 
the hard way, but Moore has since found 
the silver lining: “It’s at least a small point 
of pride to have seen my name near Chris-
tian Laettner’s.”

By eMily MCginty, duKe
design By Moira gill and sHannon Coffey, unC-CH
PHotos By KatHerine drye, unC-CH

the Chronicle staff and editors show their school spirit. from left to right: nicholas schwartz (Managing editor), Mike shammas (associate edi-
tor), Chris Cusack (sports editor), yeshwanth Kandimalla (local and national editor), nicole Kyle (news editor), sanette tanaka (editor-in-Chief).
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Left: The Chapel is the physical symbol 
of the Duke Experience. 
Above: Duke players blocks a shot in the 
Dean dome. RIVAL file photo.

BY AkshAThA kommALApATI, DUkE 
DEsIGN BY shANNoN CoffEY, UNC-Ch
phoTos BY RoDRIGo mARTINEz, UNC-Ch
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1. Basketball
Let’s face it: it’s difficult to reference Duke without 

somehow using the word “basketball.” In fact, who would 
blame us? A great team, a spectacular stadium, and a 
loyal following create an exciting atmosphere that makes 
Duke the place to be on game day.

2. The Chapel 

As a private institution, Duke recruits students from 
over 90 countries to study on its campus. You could 
meet students who are also published authors, Olympic 
athletes, or company CEOs—a diverse mix that definitely 
makes for some interesting stories. 

3. Student Body

4. LDOC
The last day of classes (LDOC) is an important 

occasion that truly deserves a celebration. And Duke 
delivers. Incorporating everything from famous per-
formers to good food allows Duke to find a unique way 
of celebrating the end of the academic year—so unique 
that you have to experience it to understand it. 

5. Mascot 
Fact: Duke’s Blue Devil, leader of the 

Cameron Crazies, is a refreshing deviation 
from the time-honored tradition where 
schools ally themselves with random ani-
mals. Furthermore, the Blue Devil sounds 
more inspiring and intimidating than the 
word “Tar Heel.” Just saying. 

Taller than any other building on campus, the Chapel 
is the physical symbol of the Duke Experience. Not only 
does the Chapel serve as the center of Duke’s campus, the 
monument also inspires us to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of the Duke Community as well as welcome our 
newest members. 
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[sources: kipplinger, U.s. News, EspN, CNN]

There’s no denying that UNC-Ch has built an excellent program over the years and will continue to make basketball history. 

BY kAsEY EL-ChAYEB, UNC-Ch 
DEsIGN BY shANNoN CoffEY, UNC-Ch
phoTos BY RoDRIGo mARTINEz, UNC-Ch

UNC-CH > Duke

1. Value 4. Spirit

2. Basketball

3. Chapel Hill 

UNC-CH has been rated “#1 best value” among America’s public schools time 
and time again. The Heels have come out on top 11 consecutive times by Kiplinger 
rankings, where experts say Carolina “stands out on virtually every measure of qual-
ity and affordability.”  Duke undergraduate tuition costs a hefty $55,245, severely 
limiting the accessibility of the university. UNC-CH’s total in-state cost is $17,628. 
Carolina is one deal that can’t be beat. Additionally, Chapel Hill students have the 
privilege of being part of a diverse student body- something the Dookies can’t claim 
as easily. UNC-CH enrolls around 18,579 undergraduates who are receiving one of 
the best and most affordable educations in the country.

UNC-CH is ranked #5 among all U.S. 
public universities (Kiplinger), and students 
are proud of this fact. Carolina students are 
known to be the best and brightest minds 
around. Not only are we dedicated to the 
Carolina brand, we excel in supporting 
UNC-CH athletics and academics. Students 
show their dedication to the university by 
being involved in countless organizations 
and events, and by showing up to home 
games with the highest levels of excitement. 
Go Heels!

With 18 NCAA Final Fours and five National Championships, Carolina basketball 
has a reputation for winning. Tar Heels like Antawn Jamison, Brendan Haywood, 
Jawad Williams, Raymond Felton, Marvin Williams, Michael Jordan, Danny Green, 
Ty Lawson,  and Ed Davis, as well as others, have excelled at Carolina basketball and 
gone on to the NBA. There’s no denying that UNC-CH has built an excellent program 
over the years and will continue to make college basketball history. With great leaders 
like Dean Smith and Roy Williams, Tar Heel fans have a lot to be proud of. Nothing 
says it better than the end of the best fight song in the country, “Go to hell, Duke!”

Chapel Hill was rated “#40 best places to live” by CNN in 2009. With a population 
of 54,000, Chapel Hill has built a national reputation of dedication to social, medical, 
economic, and educational issues. According to CNN, nearly half of adult residents 
have graduate degrees. The town is dedicated to the university and students feel safe 
and comfortable enjoying the many award winning bars, restaurants, bookstores and 
coffee shops it has to offer.

5. Legacy
UNC-CH has a strong legacy of excel-

lence. Carolina has a growing reputation 
that extends across the nation. Our school is 
respected and is proud to boast its impressive 
list of alumni. James K. Polk (the 11th presi-
dent of the United States), John Edwards (U.S. 
Senator), Mia Hamm (soccer player), Michael 
Jordan (basketball player), Tyler Hansbrough 
(basketball player) and Charles Kuralt (jour-
nalist) all earned degrees from UNC-CH, just 
to name a few.
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BY Caroline land, UnC-CH
deSiGn BY PHiliP Hoover, UnC-CH
PHoToS BY kaTHerine drYe, UnC-CH

M uch of our men’s basketball 
teams’ success is attributed to 
coaching staffs or the work 
of prominent players like 

Austin Rivers and Mason Plumlee of Duke 
University, or Tyler Zeller and Harrison 
Barnes of the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill.

Writers rarely cover the hard work that 
work that goes into winning, and even 
more rare are stories about how players 
got to where they are today.

Although the big names are recruited 
early and intensely, some players carve 
their own paths to the team.

Trying out for the team
“The last day that the application was 

due, I decided to apply to Duke,” says 
Duke junior Todd Zafirovski. “I somehow 
got in. I contacted some of the coaches 
and they told me that there was a chance I 
could walk onto the team, but that nothing 
was guaranteed.”

For Zafirovski and UNC-CH seniors 
Patrick Crouch, David Dupont and Stewart 
Cooper, nothing was guaranteed except 
their love of the sport and the desire to 
prove their abilities.

All three UNC-CH seniors played 
in Carolina’s junior varsity basketball 
program for two years before making the 
varsity team. 

“Nobody comes to your games, but 
it’s just a way to keep on playing basket-
ball,” says Crouch. “It is an outlet to the 

varsity program. Few people get a shot to 
get pulled up and luckily there were some 
spots open last year.”

Trying out for UNC-CH’s men’s 
basketball team brought many sleepless 
nights.

“It was a three day try-out for JV, and 
then a group of us got pulled up to practice 
with the [varsity] team for a week,” says 
Crouch. “You go to bed every night so 
nervous. You just don’t know what to 
do and you can’t think about anything 
because it is the only thing on your mind.  
If you make the team, it is something that 
is going to change your life. Once I finally 
heard the words that I was on the team, I 
can’t even explain it. It was incredible.”

Upon being told they had made the 

What does it take to make your way onto the scholarship roster 
at Duke and UNC-CH? Learn more about the guys who arrived 
at college as athletic students, and will leave as student-athletes.  

“You go to bed every night so nervous... You can’t think about anything because it 
is the only thing on your mind. if you make the team, it is going to change your life.”

- Patrick Crouch, UNC-CH
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UNC-CH varsity basketball team, Dupont 
says, “We didn’t get too long to enjoy it, 
we had to start running sprints.” 

For Zafirovski at Duke, his journey to 
join the basketball team was different.

“I came down the first week of school 
and literally had been here for two days,” 
says Zafirovski. “I went and played open 
gym with the guys. I just kept coming back 
and they never told me not to.”

Halfway through his first year, Zafirovs-
ki moved from being a practice player to a 
member of the team. 

“Being a walk-on is one of the cooler 
things that I have been able to say I have 
[done], “says Zafirovski. “ Not many 
people have been able to say they’ve done 
that.” 

His passion for the team was about 
more than just playing basketball.

“I’ll be friends with them for a long 
time after basketball, says Zafirovski. “It is 
very rewarding.” 

For all of the players, it is sometimes 

“as a walk on, i’d definitely say 
Todd is charged with the 
responsibilities of a regular 
player plus more.”

- John McGinty, Duke  
Basketball student manager

Second-string forward Todd 
Zafirovski at Cameron indoor. 

surreal to be part of their teams.
“It is definitely a dream come true to be 

able to play at this level,” says Crouch. “I’ve 
always known I wanted to play college 
basketball, I just never knew I’d be able to 
be in this position.”

Heavy load
“Being a walk-on, I’d definitely say Todd 

[Zafirovski] is charged with the responsi-
bilities of a regular player plus more,” says 
John McGinty, a student manager for the 
Duke men’s basketball program. “He must 
be flexible, know the playbook in and out, 
and be able to hop in and play any position 
at a moment’s notice.”

Whether one plays for Duke or UNC-
CH, lots of memorization goes into the 
process of becoming a team member. 

“My role on the team is to get the guys 
ready,” says Cooper. “The days before 
games are really like our game days. We’ll 
watch tape on [the opponents], learn their 
plays...And we provide comic relief some-

times; we’re pretty easy to make fun of. We 
loosen them up.”  

Stepping out on the court
For any basketball player, playing in 

front of thousands of people is enough to 
make you nervous, let alone when biscuits 
are on the line. The UNC-CH men’s bas-
ketball team and Bojangles’ have partnered 
to provide a biscuit deal to their fans. 
Bojangles’ will provide 2 sausage biscuits 
for $1 to fans who attend a game where the 
team scores 100 points.

“I’m not nervous about my skills,” says 
Crouch, “I just get nervous because I’ve 
been sitting down a long time and every-
one is chanting ‘biscuits’, so there is a lot of 
pressure to score.”

Stewart added, “It’s pretty nerve-wrack-
ing. When we are close to one hundred 
points everyone freaks out. I feel like I’m at 
half court and someone tells me to shoot it. 
People are just obsessed with Bojangles.”

While it is clearly not all about biscuits, 
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Crouch says, “You want to do well because 
you want to prove to people that you actu-
ally can play basketball. There’s a lot on 
the line and you only have two minutes to 
prove yourself.”

At a Duke men’s basketball game in 
Cameron Indoor Stadium, the students 
don’t need biscuit incentives to get loud.

“Last year, when I got put in my first 
couple of games I was really nervous,” says 
Zafirovski, “But now, I get out there and 
I just want to make sure that I do really 
well.”

 “My teammates are always really sup-
portive of me when I go into the game 
because they know that it’s a big deal for 
me when I get to go in,” he continues. “I’m 
fighting with them every day so that they 
get better. I try to make the most of the 
opportunity.”

rivalry 
There are two games that the teams and 

their fans look forward to most. 
“We have the richest rivalry in the 

country,” says Dupont. “It is an awesome 
experience to get to play against [Duke].”

“Every time we play [Duke], the fans 
get crazy,” says Cooper. “You can’t hear, 
your ears are ringing the whole time. 
The intensity of the entire environment is 
crazy. It’s definitely something that I look 
forward to every year. It’s crazy on both 
sides.”

Both schools’ student sections and fans 
have been praised throughout the years for 
their immense support. The Duke Univer-
sity student section, the Cameron Crazies, 
have been nominated for the 2012 Nai-
smith Student Section of the Year Award.

“During the game, it’s like any other 
game,” says Zafirovski. “You want to beat 
them, you want to win. But the stakes are 
higher and the fans are crazy. Playing at 
Duke, you get some of the best fans in the 
country. It is pretty unbelievable.”

The stadium at either Duke or UNC-
CH usually hosts a sea of blue; Carolina 
blue or Duke blue depending on the 
location. Even the rivalry games end up 
producing a wave of solid color.

“I think one of the cooler things was 

“i just get nervous because i’ve been sitting down a long time and everyone is 
chanting ‘biscuits’ so there is a lot of pressure to score.”

- Patrick Crouch, UNC-CH

rival file photo
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Todd 
Zafirovski 
cheers on 
his team 
at the 
duke vs. 
St. John’s 
game on 
Jan. 28.

 “You can’t hear, your ears are ringing the whole time. The intensity of the entire 
environment is crazy. it’s definitely something that i look forward to every year.”

- Stewart Cooper, UNC-CH

last year playing at Greensboro Coliseum 
against Carolina in the ACC (Atlantic 
Coast Conference) Championship game,” 
says Zafirovski. “The place was pretty split 
between Duke and Carolina fans. It was 
amazing and cool meeting on a neutral 
site.”

Playing for the coaches
Duke Head Coach Mike Krzyzewski 

has served as the men’s basketball coach at 
Duke University since 1980. Following the 
men’s 2001 season, Krzyzewski was elected 
to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame. 

Additionally, he has led the Blue Devils 
to four NCAA Championships, 11 Final 
Fours, 12 ACC regular season titles, and 
13 ACC Tournament championships. This 
season, Krzyzewski surpassed his former 
coach, Bob Knight, to become the coach 
with the most wins in NCAA Division I 
men’s basketball history.

“[Krzyzewski] and his staff stay after 
every game and watch it once or twice,” 
says Zafirovski. “They just work so hard to 
make sure that we’re ready to go for prac-
tice. He puts so much effort into making us 
the best that we can be and he’s just a gifted 
basketball mind.”

Beyond shaping him into a better 
basketball player, Krzyzewski influences 
Zafifovski beyond the basketball court 
through lessons about service, community, 
and hard work. 

“He is just an amazing person that I 
am lucky enough to say I was able to learn 
from and play for,” says Zafirovski. “He’s 
always looking to give back. He has been 
fortunate enough to get where he is and all 
of it has come from hard work.”

Like Krzyzewski, UNC-CH Head 
Coach Roy Williams has been inducted 
into the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame. Williams led the Tar Heels 
to two NCAA championships, three Final 
Fours and more than 200 wins in the nine 
years that he has been at Carolina, just to 
name a few accolades.

“I’m around [Williams] every single 
day,” says Crouch. “It’s hard to believe, you 
definitely have to pinch yourself at practice 

sometimes. Whether he’s yelling at you or 
praising you, you’re playing for a Hall-of-
Famer.”

Playing for the coaches has been anoth-
er education for the players who worked 
hard for these coveted spots on the team.

“Playing for Coach Williams is better 
than I could have expected,” says Cooper. 
“He goes 100% every single play, we can’t 
take any plays off. That kind of attitude he 
has instilled in me.”

dreams do come true
“Knowing that my dad played in college 

sports inspired me,” says Zafirovski. “My 
dad just has unbelievable drive. He came 
to America when he was 16 and didn’t 
speak a word of English. That’s something 
that has always driven me, because every-
thing that my family has been fortunate 
enough to get has been because [my dad] 
has worked his tail off.”

In becoming a scholarship player, 
Zafirovski did what few are able to do in 
college basketball.

“My life hasn’t changed all that much 
since I’ve been put on scholarship,” says 

Zafirovski. “It is something that I’m really 
proud of. At the same time, I try to not act 
any differently.”

Since being on scholarship, Todd con-
tinues to improve as a player.

“Since his freshmen year, he has really 
made a commitment to getting in the gym 
on a regular basis, getting in shape, and 
improving his game,” says McGinty. “He 
puts in just as much work as our other 
scholarship players and it is nice to see that 
recognized. It is important for everyone to 
understand that it is people like Todd, who 
come in after hours to help guys with their 
game, that make a good team great.”

Although Duke and UNC-CH bas-
ketball positions can look like full time 
jobs, these players stress that they are just 
regular  students.  

“Playing for the coachces and team 
has been rewarding and I’ve loved it,” says 
Zafirovski. “And in the future, I would 
love to play basketball, but I’m looking at 
internships right now, just like every other 
college kid is doing, just trying to figure 
out what I want to do once I am done with 
basketball.”
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devil’sadvocate
becca ward
is a senior enviromental policy major 
at Duke Univeristy. 

Big Sports, Big Culture
As we reach the height of basketball 

season, it’s nearly impossible to miss the 
sport’s significance on Duke’s culture. 
Whether it’s the reverberating chatter that 
follows a Duke game or simply walking 
past the tents erected in homage to Coach 
K and the Blue Devils, the impact on the 
student body is undeniable. While few 
would dispute the enthusiasm engendered 
by basketball, some might argue that the 
tents of K-Ville represent a distraction and 
hindrance to the academic environment. 
A recent article by the New York Times 
entitled “How Big-time Sports Ate College 
life” would suggest that the devout fa-
naticism that puts the ‘crazy’ in ‘Cameron 
Crazies’ might not be the best template for 
college culture. 

The article highlights how ‘big sports’ can 
detract from the educational experience, 
namely with universities cancelling classes 
to follow sports games and the time students 
spend camping out and cheering for games 
instead of studying. In addition, while 
acknowledging the revenues these sports 
produce, the article laments the discrep-
ancy between the growth in academics and 
sports---between 1985 and 2010, average 
salaries at public universities rose 32 percent 
for full professors, 90 percent for presidents 
and 650 percent for football coaches.

For me, the amount of time people 
spend outside waiting for basketball games 
is mildly ridiculous. Does that mean I 
haven’t done it? Of course not. And those 
times in line are some of my favorite 
memories from Duke; I know that the 
framed picture from our national champi-
onship game will be a permanent fixture in 
my home décor.. Alright, big time sports 
can produce some fantastic memories and 
gloss over the teeth chattering misery of 
the moment. However, those memories 
may not be enough to justify the demigod-
status bestowed on athletics just because 
you can reminisce about a lot of great col-
lege experiences that, retrospectively, were 
pretty stupid ideas.

 If these sports bring down our GPAs, 
take away time and attention from aca-
demics and prioritize the growth of sports 
over recruiting better faculty, why are so 

many schools lured to the sirens of T.V. 
contracts? Isn’t that detrimental to the stu-
dents and faculty? Maybe it’s true for some 
schools, but Duke prides itself on main-
taining the fine balance between athletics 
and academics, and our initiatives are 
reflected within the excellence we achieve 
in both realms. 

As a student-athlete and a semi-reluc-
tant big time-sports enthusiast, I value the 
diversity and influx of energy that sports 
generate on our campus. When I talk 
about why I love Duke, my first point is 
always the collective passion of students, 
both for breadth of interest and the collec-
tive pride in being a Blue Devil. That level 
of Duke pride could not exist without the 
social and cultural affinity brought by the 
big sports. Very few other venues are able 
to transcend the social ranks, Greek affilia-
tions and academic preferences quite like a 
nice day in K-Ville. 

You will meet very few people that will 
say they came to Duke for basketball and 
not mention the amazing education. You 
will probably find even fewer who will say 
they left Duke without an appreciation of 
all it had to offer over their undergraduate 
career, sports included.  Undeniably, there 
are dangers of lauding one program or 
facet of a school in isolation, but that’s not 
what Duke athletics are about. It’s about 
improving the university through sports: 
the passion they incite, the diversity they 
attract and the community they foster. 

Through recent allegations and in-
stances of NCAA violations, school-wide 
scandals and dubious academic standings, 
it’s easy to castigate sports as the source of 
all college woes. 

Predominantly, students go to college 
for a degree and an education and that 
should not be marginalized or discounted. 
Simultaneously, college would not be 
complete without the community, the self-
discovery or the infiltration of new ideas, 
new friends and new passions. Instead of 
big sports ‘eating’ campus culture, I am 
more than happy to say I camped out for a 
Duke-UNC-CH basketball game and will 
graduate Duke having experienced a full, 
well-rounded campus culture.  
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lilly knoepp 
is a sophomore journalism major at 
the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. 

The next step in college life: living off campus
It seems like it is the question on every-

one’s lips as soon as the second semester 
of freshman year starts; where are you 
going to live next year? 

Do you want to live in the dorms again 
or off-campus? Let’s be honest, this choice 
means another year of not having to be 
truly independent as someone else still 
cleans the bathroom and makes the food. 
But you do have less freedom because of 
the RAs who make sure that you are not 
doing anything unseemly—like leaving 
your shoes in the hallway (yes I have actu-
ally had an RA make my suitemate move 
her shoes from the hallway, you know, to 
prevent a fire hazard.)  

If you stay on-campus though, you will 
have more of a choice as to what dorm 
you can live in. For first-years, this means 
that from now on you will now be able to 
choose from better dorms that are closer 
to your classes and bigger!

The independence of off-campus hous-
ing might just be too much for you to pass 
up though. 

But off-campus houses do have their 
down sides such as long distances from 
campus, high rent prices, cooking for 
yourself, safety concerns… the list goes 
on forever.  

No matter if you want to live in the 
dorms or off-campus the first question is; 
who do you want to live with? 

As a student who didn’t have any other 
girls from my high school coming to 
UNC-CH, this was a new issue for me. 
My freshman year, I simply got a random 
roommate and fortunately this worked out 
well for me. No crazy roommate horror 

stories on this end! But we decided that 
we didn’t want to continue to live together, 
as she was moving off-campus.  

Choosing to live in a dorm with a 
group is very different than living in a 
house together. You need to consider not 
only who has obnoxious habits, like stay-
ing up till 3 a.m. whilst listening to Ke$ha 
at high decibels but also who is respon-
sible enough to do the semi-important act 
of paying their rent on time. 

Location is the most important thing 
when you are looking for a house. Would 
you like to live in Carrboro, close to 
Weaver St. Market (this is a great organic 
market for those of you who are not fa-
miliar with the area) and Cat’s Cradle (the 
famous music venue), or is would you 
rather be closer to campus, just a short 
walk to all of your classes and the library? 

 Your choices for the actual house 
hunting are the internet, local realty 
agencies or simply walking around the 
neighborhoods in which you think you 
might like to live. 

I know that the last suggestion sounds 
a bit ridiculous, but I have done it and it 
is very eye-opening. My roommate and I 
simply walked around the neighborhood 

we want to live in and called all of the “For 
Rent” signs that we saw. It actually led us 
to a house that we wanted to live in (but 
sadly fell through.)

As for websites, I recommend chapel-
hillrent.com. It lets you choose your 
price range, number of bedrooms and 
bathrooms as well as the location of the 
house when you search, which saves a lot 
of time.  

So, my junior year is drawing closer 
and I am finally looking for a house as 
part of my new adult life. Frustratingly, 
there are obstacles preventing me from 
doing this at every turn. 

First, my roommate and I found a house 
and our mutual friend decided she needed 
to live somewhere else. As soon as we 
found someone to take her place, the land-
lady informed us (after about a month of 
unreturned phone calls) that she had leased 
our house to someone else. 

So unfortunately, I am back to square 
one with the housing search. I do have 
faith that I will live off-campus next year, 
no matter where that may be. Hopefully, 
you too will find the living situation that is 
right for you. 

You need to consider not only who has obnoxious 
habits, like staying up till 3 a.m. whilst listening to 
Ke$ha at high decibels but also who is responsible 
enough to do the semi-important act of paying their 
rent on time.
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BY LAUREL BURK, DUKE AnD MAtthEw PittMAn, UnC-Ch
DESiGn BY ShAnnon CoffEY, UnC-Ch

athlete’scorner

‘‘too bad this is one of the best defensive teams Roy’s had at UnC-Ch, not 
to mention the addition of Bullock into our starting five which opens the 
floor so that our posts can be even more efficient. 
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laurel burk 
is a Duke junior and a member of 
the women’s Club Basketball team. 
She has been avoiding Carolina 
blue clothing and objects like the 
plague since she learned to name 
her colors.

matthew pittman 
is a junior studying Computer 
Science at UnC-Chapel hill. he has 
been a Carolina basketball fan ever 
since his father taught him how to 
say “Duke sucks.”

‘‘that’s oK, we don’t need your 
luck to win. we have Coach K. 
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A  s the excitement steadily rises 
and the stadium bursts into a 
den filled with jumping fans 
loudly chanting school slogans 

and mantras, one voice stands out, distin-
guished amongst the uproar. As the players 
and fans stand anxiously waiting a referee’s 
ruling, that same voice remains calm and 
collected amongst the nerves. It’s the voice 
of the stadium, so to speak, the public an-
nouncer (PA) for home basketball games at 
Duke University and UNC-CH. The Voice 
plays an integral role in the game, not only 
introducing teams and players, but also 
offering play-by-play accounts of the game 
as it occurs. 

These two important roles are filled at 
UNC-CH by Jones Angell and at Duke 
University by Trip Durham. These men 
share a lot more than similar role; they 
have a passion for sports and are both 
relatively new; this season is Angell’s first 
and Durham’s second as PA announcers 
for basketball games.     

In addition to his role as PA an-
nouncer at Duke, Durham is also CEO of 
2D Consulting, which offers athletic and 

commercial consulting services, and is 
on the board for the National Association 
of Collegiate Marketing Administrators 
(NACMA). Born and raised in Burlington, 
North Carolina, Durham recalls the fate-
ful day when he was asked to do his first 
public address event.

“In 1984, I was a sophomore at Walter 
M. Williams High School in Burlington 
when Ronnie Wall, then director of athlet-
ics, stopped me in the hallway and asked 
me a seemingly benign question: ‘Durham, 
can you handle doing public address at the 
JV football game tonight?’ Even though 
I had never picked up a microphone, I 
did not want to disappoint a teacher. My 
answer was simple: ‘Sure.’”

That day marked the beginning of 
Durham’s twenty-five year journey as a 
PA announcer. This journey has included 
announcing for NASCR racing, working 
with the ACC and of course, announcing 
for college basketball. Durham was par-
ticularly involved with college basketball 
at Elon University where he served as as-
sociate athletic director and as the execu-
tive producer and play-by-play announcer 

of Elon’s commercial radio broadcast for 
football and men’s basketball. However, 
after some departmental restructuring, 
Durham lost his job in March of 2009. He 
spent some time updating his resume and 
looking for contacts, and then decided to 
use his strong background in business and 
marketing to promote himself by renting a 
billboard and displaying a simple message: 
Your next great employee needs to be Trip 
Durham.  

“I think that I have done a very good 
job over the years, branding and market-
ing organizations,” Durham says in an 
interview with the News and Record, a 
newspaper that serves Greensboro and the 
surrounding Triad. “And I felt like I just 
needed to take some of those practices and 
apply them to my situation.”  

Durham notes that he wasn’t necessarily 
hoping to get a job as a PA by renting the 
billboard, but that he just wanted people to 
know that he was doing okay. The bill-
board did not end up getting Durham a 
job, but it did cause quite a stir, especially 
in Japan when NHK, the Japanese public 
television services, ran a story about him. 

The Voices of    Our Stadiums
BY Paula RamBaRat, duke
deSIGN BY Ga mING Gao, uNC-CH
PHoto BY aleISe PReSlaR, uNC-CH

the Voice plays an integral role in the game, not only introducing teams and 
players, but also offering play-by-play accounts of the game as it occurs. 
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The station said that Durham’s story would 
be encouraging to Japanese people who 
were facing similar economic challenges.

In May 2009, Durham had the oppor-
tunity to meet with Dr. Kevin White, the 
then president of the National Association 
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NAC-
DA), and the Vice President and Director 
of Athletics at Duke. At this time, Durham 
was serving as President of NACMA. After 
the meeting, Durham was invited to be 
the PA announcer for basketball games at 
Duke University since Art Chandler, the 
then PA, was retiring after 40 years of be-
ing the Voice of Cameron. 

Durham notes that there are many 
perks of being a PA announcer, including 
access to different venues, working with a 
phenomenal crew of good people and just 

The Voices of    Our Stadiums
durham notes that 
there are many perks 
of being a Pa 
announcer, including 
access to different 
venues, working with 
a phenomenal crew of 
good people and just 
knowing that you are 
a part of something 
special.
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knowing that you are a part of something 
special. At Duke in particular, Durham 
notes that he really likes being a part of 
such a well recognized athletic program. 
He enjoys interacting with the coaches, 
referees and players and watching how 
they interact with others; most of the inter-
actions are for clarifying calls. 

Durham also notes that the crowds at 
Cameron are especially unique, “There 
have been cases where I didn’t announce 
a basket because everyone in the crowd 
knew who just made a basket.” 

He notes that he can also says things 
like “Miles for Mason” or “Mason for 
Miles” when the Plumlee brothers are 
coming on/off because the fans will know 
who he is addressing. Durham said he 
couldn’t do this at other venues. 

“The only difficulty with this job is 
getting beyond the surreality of it and 
knowing that I am lucky enough to be do-

ing this,” Durham says. “It’s difficult getting 
beyond me.”  

For every game, Durham prepares by 
making his own spot sheet with the names, 
height and hometown of the players and 
then he keeps his own records of the game, 
such as the fouls and scores. Durham 
keeps these notes in a diary so that he can 
look back at various games in the future. 

Despite his important role, Durham 
believes that a PA announcer should never 
be the show at a basketball game, but 
should rather be a compliment to what is 
going on. 

Jones Angell takes on the same role at 
UNC-CH. This season is his first as the 
play-by-play announcer for basketball 
games at UNC as he also takes over from 
Hall of Fame Broadcaster Woody Durham, 
who retired last year April after 40 years 
of broadcasting. However, in a speech 
given at a homecoming brunch hosted by 
the UNC School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication in October of 2011, An-
gell notes that he does not want to replace 
Woody Durham, 

“I am never going to replace Woody…
Woody was as good as any collegiate an-
nouncer I have ever heard because of his 
passion, his preparation and his profes-
sionalism.”  

 Born and raised in Jacksonville, North 
Carolina, Angell is no foreigner to UNC-
CH basketball. After graduating from the 
School of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nications at Chapel Hill in 2001, Angell 
started working with the Tar Heels Sports 
Network. He called play-by-play announc-
ing for UNC-CH baseball for the last eight 
seasons and has worked almost 70 football 
games and more than 200 men’s basketball 
games as a member of Durham’s broadcast 
team. He has also hosted TarHeelBlue.

com broadcasts of Late Night with Roy 
Williams and football’s Signing Day Live, 
written for “Tar Heel Monthly.” He has also 
produced and hosted features on UNC-CH 
coaches’ television shows. 

Apart from his love of Carolina, Angell 
notes that there are many perks of working 
as a PA for Carolina basketball. 

“Getting to work for Carolina basket-
ball really is fun,” Angell says. “It’s such a 
great program and getting to watch Coach 
Williams and what he is able to do with 
those [players] both on and off the floor is 
fantastic. I also get to work with Eric Mon-
tross which is really neat for me.”

Montross is the color commentator at 
UNC-CH’s basketball broadcasts. He is 
a retired professional basketballer who 
played in the NBA.    

Angell notes that the key for him when 
making play-by-play announcements at 
games is to be as descriptive as you can in 
as few words as possible so that you do not 
miss anything or fall behind. In addition, 
he thinks it important to establish guide-
lines so that people can understand what is 
being said better. 

“The more people hear certain phrases, 
the more they will understand what I 
mean to say…Brevity with clarity is key”, 
says Angell.

In all of the excitement and passion 
that defines basketball games at Duke and 
UNC-CH, it is often difficult to remember 
to place a name with the Voices of our 
Stadiums. Both Durham and Angell are 
an integral part to any game, and students 
appreciate the work these announcers do. 
“For me, the announcers are important 
especially for clarifying plays that I was 
unsure about,” says Elizabeth Potash, 
a sophomore psychology and Spanish 
double major at Duke University.   

“I am never going to replace Woody ... Woody was as good as any 
collegiate announcer I have ever heard because of his passion, 
his preparation and his professionalism.”

angell notes that 
the key for him when 
making play-by-play 
announcements at 
games is to be as 
descriptive as you 
can in as few words 
as possible so that 
you do not miss any-
thing or fall behind.

 -Jones Angell
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I was welcomed to Chapel Hill with 
the friendly embrace of cold, windy 
rain. Feeling like a lost freshman 
again – and, with my not-so-subtle 

campus map in hand, looking like one 
too – I wandered through quad after quad 
looking for my first class.  As a twenty-
year-old sophomore, I had finally settled in 
to life at Duke: ready to declare my major, 
invested in research pursuits and campus 
organizations, fully integrated into frater-
nity life and passing the one-year mark 
with my girlfriend. But part of the deal 
is that, come spring semester, I pack up 
my things, put my Duke life on hold, and 
move eight miles down the road.  

This begs the question I’ve been ask-
ing myself a lot lately: Why the Semester 
Switch? At elite universities like Duke and 
UNC-CH, people don’t think twice when 
their friends go abroad to study in, say, 
Madrid, Paris or Florence. Why would 

they? It makes perfect sense: never again 
in your life will you get the chance to live, 
study and party in a foreign country. But, 
at least on the surface, it seems strange that 
the Robertson Program would send its 
scholars to “study abroad” a mere twenty 
minutes away by car or bus. 

There are the obvious reasons, such as 
to foster collaboration between Duke and 
UNC-CH (even during basketball season) 
and to help the scholars learn how to adapt 
to and flourish in new environments. But 
the Switch is also fundamentally different 
from a traditional study abroad experi-
ence. If you go to Rome for the semester, 
even if you speak Italian you are still a 
visitor, a tourist in a foreign country liv-
ing with other exchange students. Dur-
ing the Switch, we are full citizens at the 
sister campus; living, learning, dining and 
partying with thousands of other full time 
students. My goal here is to unpack what 

exactly that means.   
Since I can only claim to have been a 

full-time Tarheel for three weeks thus far 
and don’t want to jump to judgments quite 
yet, I’ll start with some observations. Aes-
thetically – and it pains me a little to admit 
this – UNC-CH’s campus takes the cake. 
While the Gothic Wonderland is beauti-
ful in its own right, nowhere on Duke’s 
campus evokes the same sense of serenity 
as some of Carolina’s sprawling quads. 

Likewise, while Durham is ranked as 
having some of the finest dining in the 
country, neither Ninth nor Main St. holds 
a candle to Franklin. In terms of day-to-
day living, the accessibility of Franklin St. 
has certainly been one of Carolina’s main 
selling points. 

This is a point that I don’t think can 
be taken lightly, for it goes well past mere 
convenience. One of the reasons I chose 
to come to Duke is its vibrant campus life. 

College
Design by Tashiana Wesley, unc-ch
PhoTos by roDrigo marTinez, unc-ch
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This is a point that I don’t think 
can be taken lightly, for it goes well 
past mere convenience. One of the 
reasons I chose to come to Duke is 
its vibrant campus life. For example, 
the policy that all freshmen live 
together on East Campus goes a 
long way toward building class unity 
and easing the transition to college 
life. As an upperclassman, I enjoyed 
the proximity to both friends and 
classes offered by West Campus. 
What UNC-CH sacrifices by hav-
ing such a large campus relative to 
Duke’s (if you didn’t know, it’s a ten 
minute walk to just about anywhere 
on campus), it more than makes up 
for by having a true college town. 
While Duke-Durham relations have 
progressed significantly in past 
years, the fact remains that Duke, 
especially West Campus, is physical-
ly isolated from the outside world by 
acres of the Duke forest. At UNC-
CH, there is virtually no distinction 
between campus life and real life. 

The most pertinent observa-
tions that I’ve made, however, are 
of the people; therein, I believe, lie 
some of the most noticeable differ-
ences between the two schools. Both 
universities are diverse. Duke draws 
students from all around the world, 
and the minority of undergraduates 
are in-state. UNC-CH, as a public 
institution with in-state tuition a 
fraction of Duke’s, draws the major-
ity of its students from North Caro-
lina. But UNC-CH’s student body 
is, at least on a first pass, perhaps 
more diverse in its ambitions. Much 
of the conversation between Duke 
undergraduates – notoriously driven 
– gravitates toward prestigious con-
sulting firms and investment banks 
and the nation’s top medical and 
law schools.  While there are just as 
many talented students at UNC-
CH, the conversations I’ve had 
with people there make it clear that 
it’s perfectly acceptable for smart, 
promising college students to not 
foam at the mouth over McKinsey 
info sessions. And you know what? 
It’s really refreshing to hear. 

  Starting from scratch at a new 
university is a lot like riding a bike 
for the first time in a year and a half: 
while you never forget how, it takes 
conscious effort to keep your bal-
ance. Challenging? You bet. Worth-
while? Definitely.        
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M y address has changed over ten times. I have trav-
eled within states, across borders, over oceans. I 
have been to the other side of the world and back. 
My latest move though, has brought me immeasur-

ably far from Chapel Hill to a place where antagonism toward my 
people is on the rise. I am camping out in enemy territory at the 
height of war. I am in Durham, home of the Duke Blue Devils, as 
a North Carolina Tar Heel. 

Now, I must admit, I am not personally uncomfortable at 
Duke. Indeed, Durham was my home before Chapel Hill ever was, 
as I attended a Durham-based boarding high school. However, 
despite my geographical familiarity with Durham, my first three 
weeks here have been marked with inevitable social blunders 
afforded to anyone who moves to a new place. My efforts to inte-
grate into the social life and culture of Duke have tended to take 
either one of two routes: tremendous success or tragic embarrass-
ment. Events that fall within the second category tend to be more 
representative of the quirks one might encounter when faced with 
the challenge of adapting to a new environment—plus they are 
significantly more humorous—so I have recounted one of these 
occurrences as a small snapshot of my blunderful life on Switch, 
for you to enjoy: 

I accidentally waited past the socially acceptable hour, as I 
often do, to request that someone join me for dinner. So, two 
days into my time at Duke, I ordered delivery to my dorm, with 
absolute certainty that I had food points (a Duke “meal plan,”) 
available to pay for my much needed meal. The deliveryman 
arrived, and I, quite excited to pay for my meal by cell phone for 
the first time, ran out to get my food. I typed in my PIN number 
and waited for the successful “ding!” that indicates the payment 
has been received. It did not sound. Instead, I was barraged with 
a decidedly negative “ERRRR!” typically used to indicate failure. 
It is similar to the sound of the buzzer on a game show when you 
provide the incorrect answer, or when you touch the side of the 
Operation board with the tweezers. It is not a good sound.

I told the deliveryman that I would grab some cash from my 
room. I raced in and opened my change purse. It was filled with 
Hong Kong dollars and coins collected from a recent trip to the 
Asian metropolis. I had enjoyed those coins, adorned with Hong 
Kong’s symbolic flower. I had enjoyed the dollars, made of plastic 
and impossible to tear. I now found them repulsive. My attempts 
to pay like a proper Duke student had been foiled. My subsequent 
effort to pay like anyone in America was as well unsuccessful. And 
I was still incredibly, painfully, unbearably hungry.

In the minutes prior to my departure to pick up my Chinese 

delivery, I had very briefly met the girlfriend of a friend of mine. 
My friend had suggested I send a message to his girlfriend to 
meet her, which I did not do, because that would be one of the 
more awkward texts I could ever imagine sending (“Hi. You don’t 
know me, but your boyfriend suggested I text you so that we can 
be friends.”) It turns out that she had received a similar message 
from him so she had come by to say hello, just as I was running 
out to get my food. We exchanged greetings and names, and she 
returned to her room as I raced out.

So. What did I do in my panic? Yes. I called my new acquain-
tance with the number I had acquired from her boyfriend. And I 
asked her to pay for my dinner. And she did.

Within a span of about five minutes, I had embarrassed myself 
to an extreme level, heckled a stranger for money, and made a 
friend (sort of). “Switch gauge” at week three: success. 

Another perspective of the Roberston switch leaves 
one scholar looking forward to what will come after 
a lucky encounter smooths the transition to Duke.  

The Switch
Design by Tashiana Wesley, unc-ch
PhoTos by roDrigo marTinez
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The fierce, blood-boiling competition between Duke and UNC-
CH is unmatched in the world of collegiete or professional sports. 
Teams work tirelessly year-round to defeat the team at the other 
end of Tobacco Road, and since 2000, this competiton has had a 
winner with a tangible prize: the Carlyle Cup. 

UNRIVALED
RIVALRY

of the 

Starting in 2000, the Greensboro-based company 
Carlyle & Co. jewelers sponsored the competiton 
between the two schools and called it the Carlyle 
Cup. The sterling and enamel cup is coveted by each 
school, who can win the right to hold it for a year.

The competition is 
between the univer-
sities’ 23 common 
varsity sports. The 
school gets two 
points for victories in 
football, men’s bas-
ketball and women’s 
basketball. The 20 
other sports are one 
point each, and post-
season competition 
counts toward their 
overall wins.  
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Carolina leads the Battle of the Blues 7-3-1. 
Duke hasn’t won since the 2003-04 season, 
although they did manage to eke out a tie for 
2006-07 year. UNC-CH maintained posi-
tion of the cup however, as the prize stays 
with the winner of the previous year in the 
event of a tie. For the past two years, the Tar 
Heels have won by a two point margin, a far 
cry from the domination of an 18-8 finish in 
2007-08 and a five point lead in 2009-10. 
Early wins in football, field hockey and swim-
ming and diving put Carolina in solid position 
to win the cup for the fifth straight year. Duke 
has a lot of catching up to do in the Battle 
of the Blues. Thanks to a strong showing 
from the volleyball team and a star-studded 
basketball lineup, they might just make the 
cut this year. 

The Rivalry Gains New Sponsorship

T he year 2009 marked the final year for the 
Carlyle brand. The company declared bank-
rupcy and the store’s assets were either 
liquidated or featured in auction. For Duke and 

UNC-CH, this also meant the disappearance of their 
Cup founder.  

During the end of the 2009 academic school year, 
Art Chansky, the associate general manager for Tar 
Heel Sports Properties (the media rights holder for the 
UNC-CH athletics program), was uncertain that the Cup 

tradition would continue. He is quoted in the Greensboro 
News and Record as saying, “The future of the Carlyle 
Cup is up in the air right now.”

Luckily for both schools, the sponsorship of the cup 
was picked up by Contiental Tire. The rivalry series was 
renamed  to The Battle of the Blues presented by Carti-
nental Tire. Although it might not have the same ring to 
it as the Carlyle Cup once it, the athletic departments 
of both schools are proud to continue the decade-old 
tradition.

Blues
Battle

Although Duke started out strong, winning three 
of the first four years, UNC-CH has come back to 
dominate the Battle of the Blues. Thanks in part to a 
tie in the 2006-07 season, the Tar Heels have held 
the cup for seven consecutive years. 

2000-2001
2002-2003
2003-2004

2001-2002
2004-2005
2005-2006
2007-2008
2008-2009
2009-2010
2010-2011

2006-2007
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the width
and breadth of it

Lost in Translation
STORY AND PHOTOS BY ALYSSA BAiLeY, uNc-cH 
DeSiGN BY SHANNON cOffeY, uNc-cH

every issue we 
take an outside 
perspective 
from one of our 
columnists who is 
studying abroad. 
Alyssa Bailey is 
a junior at uNc-
chapel Hill studying 
abroad at the 
Sciences Po school 
in Paris, france.

I wish I could lie and say that coming to Paris has been a magical experi-
ence. I wish I could say — as so many others have, be they fellow UNC-CH 
students, friends, family or even magazine editors in New York — that 
studying abroad has been, without a doubt, the best experience of my life, 

the best decision. Well, it’s not that --yet.
I arrived in Paris at the beginning of the semester and I am taking classes at 

Sciences Po, one of France’s best schools. I live in an adorable apartment in the 
third arrondissement of Paris. I look out my window and see a quaint, gorgeous 
view of a very dynamic city. 

I occasionally run along the Seine, past the Louvre and around the Jardin 
des Tuileries. While I’m doing my lap around the gardens, I look out ahead and 
see the Place de la Concorde and a Ferris wheel. Further out is the start of the 
Champs Elysees. Look to the left, and there’s the Eiffel Tower in the skyline. The 
first time, it took my breath away.

Each day I wake up and remind myself how fortunate I am. This is supposed 
to be the time of my life, right? Each night I go to bed, shut off the lights and 
wonder why I just don’t feel that way. Instead, I feel out of place.

It’s because of the language.
Come to France and become fluent: that was the plan. Like many other 

students, I had done the prep work. I had studied the language for seven years, 
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photo BY Adrienne dAhrouge

Above: A photo of Alyssa at the Arc de Triomphe. 
Left: The view outside Alyssa’s apartment in the third arrondissement, le Marais.

starting the moment it was offered in 
seventh grade. The American school 
system wisely decided to introduce second 
language classes the last year the mind’s 
window for easily acquiring languages is 
open.

I was such a romantic. I loved the lan-
guage; I couldn’t explain why. I insisted on 
taking French classes long after I needed 
them. I continued throughout high school 
and college because I just couldn’t imagine 
my life without conjugating -er, -re and -ir 
verbs. It was just too dreadful. It was just 
too English!

Two semesters ago, I took the plunge. I 
declared a second major in French. What 
better to add to my journalism degree 
since I was taking French classes anyway? 
I dove into French literature. I spent a 
semester reading and writing more French 
than I did English at UNC-CH. 

I found a journalism study abroad pro-
gram in Paris. I applied and was accepted. 
I went.

I got off the plane in Paris, and at first it 
was marvelous. Everything was in French. 
Suddenly this language had real value. 
Those cute grammar exercises were sud-
denly pragmatic. They were the words by 
which people lived. 

I sat in a taxi with my roommate and 
fellow UNC-CH classmate and admired 
the French street signs. Then the taxi 
driver began talking to us. Adrienne 
replied back. And I realized all too quickly 
I couldn’t understand practically anything 
he was saying.

Every native who spoke French to me 
after that was equally indiscernible. Words 
slurred together. All I could manage was 
an innocent ‘what’: “quoi?”

I didn’t know anything; that was the 
thought that reverberated that first night. 
No amount of neat course preparation 
could have ever prepared me for this.

Sure, I could read all the signs. Sure, I 
could navigate the city easily. The subway 
was simple, and figuring out direction 

was easy enough. I was 
city-fluent after spending 
summers in New York 
and Washington. 

But that was all 
worthless. I had lost the 
one thing that mat-
tered most: my language 
charisma. As a journal-
ism major, I was ac-
customed to being the 
well-spoken one, the 
one who led conversa-
tions. Suddenly, I was the 
girl who stumbled over 
every syllable, that stupid 
American who couldn’t 
understand the questions 
and obviously didn’t 
know French.

I felt like Ariel from 
“The Little Mermaid.” I 
lost my voice. And Paris was supposed to 
be my Prince?

Fast forward to my first Friday in 
France. I walked along the Jardin des 
Tuileries after finishing an interview for 
an editorial internship at Women’s Wear 
Daily’s Paris office. There was a French 
portion. I thought throughout it, I’ll try 
my best, but I’m doomed. 

I expected my interviewer to say the 
worst, to tell me nicely I was a French 
failure. But she didn’t. Instead, she told me 
something I never thought I’d hear: that 
I had a high level of French already. She 
told me to get settled into school, reach out 
to her in a month and see if I can get the 
paperwork from my school to make this 
internship legal. She also suggested I listen 
to French radio to pick up the language 
faster.

Until that point, I felt like Paris had 
been a mistake. I was jet-lagged, culture-
shocked and tongue-tied, but that inter-
view was the turning point for me. I made 
an executive decision on my walk home 
not to give up. I’d stop beating myself up 

‘‘Suddenly, i was the girl who stumbled 
over every syllable, that stupid American 
who couldn’t understand the questions 
and obviously didn’t know french.

for what I didn’t know and start embracing 
what I did know.

I listen to French radio every night now 
for an hour. I watch TV with subtitles, and 
I read as much French newsprint as I can. 
I still have awkward moments frequently. I 
still can’t understand a lot, and I still sound 
American. The accent won’t change.

But something can. Yesterday, I picked 
up a newspaper between classes. I was 
reading the front page editorial and real-
ized that I wasn’t translating everything 
into English; I was reading straight French 
and understanding it. Then I listened to a 
radio broadcast of an interview my Ameri-
can professor gave in French. I understood 
him completely.

It hasn’t even been three weeks here, 
and suddenly the most frightening thought 
isn’t what I don’t know, it’s how much I 
will know when I leave. Everyone stumbles 
at the beginning of their study abroad 
experience, but each day, they stumble a 
little less. The drudgery of adjustment is 
replaced with, well, some of the best days 
of our lives.
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OUT OF THE BLUE
In our By the Book section, we compare the syllabi of two similar courses—one from The University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and one from Duke University. This issue we take a quick look at the introductory geology classes at each univeristy.

by the book:
a LOOk aT king arTHUr’s LEgEnd

UNC-CH dUke

course name: Medieval and Modern Arthurian 
Romance

The Legend of King Arthur in 
Literature and Film

course number: ENGL 321 GERM 172S

professors: E. D. Kennedy Ann Marie Rasmussen

offered in fall 2012? no no

required books: History of the Kings of Britain
by: Geoffrey of Monmouth t Faletra

Le Morte Darthur
by: Sir Thomas Malory

Arthurian Romances
by: Chretien de Troyes

The Quest of the Holy Grail
by: P.M. Matarosso

The Death of King Arthur
by: J. Cable

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
by: t Brain Stone

Idylls of the King
by: Alfred Tennyson

The Once and Future King
by: T.H. White

That Hideous Strength
by: C.S. Lewis

Parzival and Titurel
by: Wolfram von Eschenbach

The Romance of Arthur
by: James J. Wilhelm

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
by: t J.R.R Tolkien

Idylls of the King
by: Alfred Tennyson

number of quizes: 0 0
number of exams: 1 1 

course grade: midterm: 20%
final: 40%
paper: 40%

participation: 25%
reading quizes: 15%
papers (2): 30%
midterm: 10%
final paper: 20%

attendance policy: mandatory mandatory

beyond the classroom: office hours, appointment office hours, blackboard
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OUT OF THE BLUE
Lindy Duncan
is turning heads at Duke and 
beyond. The Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
junior was named the Golf World 
Midseason Player of the Year at 
the end of Duke’s 2011 season, 
and she is geared up for a vic-

torious spring in 2012. Duncan, a psychology major, 
started swinging clubs at age nine and hopes to pursue 
golf as a professional career after college. Duncan 
has gained impressive titles since arriving at Duke, 
including two ACC Player of the Year awards and two 
nominations to the first team All-America. When she 
isn’t on the course, Duncan enjoys playing recreational 
basketball and perusing Southpoint Mall. Duncan 
considers the Tobacco Road rivalry “pretty mild” in 
women’s golf, but she says the teams still joke around 
and always hope to steal a win for the right side of the 
road. Duncan is most proud of her first place victory at 
Vanderbilt University’s Fall Preview during the 2011 Fall 
season, and she hopes to continue making headlines 
at Duke and in the professional realm.  

By Emily McGinty, Duke (photo self-submitted)

Alison Grady
a UNC-CH senior from Raleigh, NC, 
is a campus change agent and 
this year’s recipient of the Univer-
sity Award for the Advancement of 
Women. Grady is a peer educator 
for One Act, UNC-CH’s bystander 

intervention training, and says she is “incredibly honored” 
to receive the university’s award. Grady, who majors in 
Peace, War, and Defense, looks forward to collaborat-
ing with Duke this spring to plan a mandatory violence 
prevention training for incoming Tar Heels and Blue 
Devils. Additionally, Grady directs UNC-CH’s Students for 
Students International (S4Si), a nonprofit that creates 
educational opportunities for high-achieving students 
in developing countries. After graduation, Grady plans 
to explore educational disparity in the United States by 
working for Teach for America in Atlanta, GA. “At UNC, 
I have become really interested in understanding and 
combating systematic oppression, whether that be due 
to one’s gender, race, sexuality, nationality, or any other 
identity,” says Grady. “TFA will give me the opportunity to 
see firsthand what classist oppression looks like.”

By Emily McGinty, Duke (photo self-submitted)

Tyler Horne
 is a jack-of-all-trades both on and 

off campus. Horne, a UNC-CH junior 
and nursing major from Fayetteville, 
N.C., is a Resident Assistant (RA) in 
Carmichael Residence Hall and is 
also a member of the Order of the 

Bell Tower, a group that serves as the university’s primary 
student ambassadors and tradition-keepers. As an RA, 
Horne enjoys the opportunities to mentor and learn from 
younger students. Living only seconds away from best 
friends and coworkers is another perk of the job. As if his 
on-campus responsibilities weren’t enough, Horne carries 
his passion for service and working with people outside 
UNC-CH’s walls. “During the weekend that I go home or 
am off RA duty, I also serve as a volunteer firefighter,” 
says Horne. “I follow in the footsteps of my hero, my 
father.” Horne makes a clear impact on his university and 
home communities, and plans to continue making a dif-
ference as a flight nurse after graduating. 

By Emily McGinty, Duke (photo self-submitted)

Eric Le Yang
a 2011 Duke University gradu-
ate from Beijing, China, is making 
serious strides in the Chinese film 
industry. Yang’s roots are in show 
business: his father, Lixin Yang, is a 
famous Chinese actor best known 

for his role in one of the country’s first sitcoms, “I Love 
My family.” After finishing high school in the United King-
dom and beginning college at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Eric transferred to Duke and completed a 
theater studies major. Upon graduation, Eric assistant-
directed “Aftershock,” a well-received drama that China 
submitted as its entry for Best Foreign Language film 
at the Academy Awards. Eric is currently wrapping up 
a sequel, and eventually hopes to become the “master 
behind the curtain” by producing films himself. Although 
life in the public eye has its down sides, Eric loves how 
his job encourages him to think on his feet and maintain 
strong relationships on set. The free swag that comes 
with big-ticket films isn’t a bad perk, either. 

By Emily McGinty, UNC-CH (photo self-submitted)
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