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the mailbag:

letter from the editor  
fall 2011

allie barnes
is a junior from The University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hilll. She can be reached via 
email at barnesac@live.unc.edu

Duke Univeristy and UNC-CH have a reciprocal 
class program where students can take classes at 
the other university. Permission from each university 
is required, and the class that is wished to be taken 
cannot be offered at the home university during the 
same semester (in other words, you are going to 
the other institution because it is not offered at your 
school). So, as the time approaches to sign up for 
classes for next semester, check out the scheuldule 
for both universities. 

  Everyone’s goal is to be wealthy, right? 
Maybe not directly, but realistically 
everyone wants to have the comfort of 
not caring about bills and price tags. I’ve 
wanted that too; to be able to provide for 
my future family without any financial 
issues. But after this summer, my ultimate 
financial goals have changed.
  This summer, I worked at the Greystone 
Inn, my personal epitome of wealth. This 
high quality mountain resort was designed 
for the wealthy to superfluously blow 
hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars. The 
money it took to stay there, even for a few 
days, was entirely excessive from my middleclass 
socioeconomic point of view. 
  On the flip side, this summer I also volunteered at Safe’s Attic, a local thrift store 
whose funds helped the domestically abused. Most clothing was sold for $3, and 
most other items were either $1 or 50 cents. There were numerous occasions 
where customers would try to argue down merchandise prices with me - not 
because they didn’t think the item was worth that much, but because they couldn’t 
afford the price difference of pennies. 
  Seeing the pendulum swing from extreme wealth to extreme poverty on a weekly 
basis not only humbled me, but it made me realize that I will never be wealthy. In 
a sense, I still do want to earn a substantial amount of money so that I will be able 
to send my children through college without loans. Beyond that, I never want to 
be financially stable enough to regularly waste thousands on a weekend. I want to 
give back to those in need, rather than excessively satisfying my smallest desires. 
  Although my financial decision is easy in theory, realistically it will be hard 
exclude myself from the ‘easy street’ if I (hopefully) become the successful 
journalist that I want to be. My resolve, however, continues to be strong as I 
remember the difference mere miles revealed on the economic scale.  

  We hope you enjoy our fall issue!

 Yours,

 Allie Barnes
 Editor-in-chief
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Universities get grant
The Duke and UNC-CH hospital systems 
recieved a joint grant to help inprove their 
health information technology.

‘Eating Animals’ hard to digest
UNC-CH and Duke first year students 
had the same reading assignment, Eating 
Animals, and their reactions were wide 
spread.

Sibling Rivalry
They may not actually face off on the 
court, but we can only imagine the 
intensity of the rivalry between UNC-
CH’s John Henson and his sister Amber 
Henson, who will be playing on the Duke 
women’s basketball team in 2011-2012. 

The Width & Breadth of it 
Want a global perspective? Read what one 
of our abroad columnists has to say about 
her experience overseas.

By the Book
Think you’ve got it bad? Rival compares 
introductory geology classes at Duke and 
UNC-CH.

Out of the Blue
Tired of seeing the same old people? Get 
to know some new campus faces you 
won’t want to forget.

in every issue
COVER: Pre-game
Because of some unfortunate mishaps 
last year, Duke now has new tailgating 
policies are in place. Speaking of changes, 
members of the UNC-CH student body 
react differently to the new addition to the 
football stadium.

Top V: 
Want to know a secret? Check out what 
we wish we’d known as first-years. 

Athlete’s Corner
Our sports columnist, Laurel Burk, talks 
about the pressues of supporting the Duke 
football team. 

Devil’s Advocate
Duke’s Becca Ward discusses the most 
influentail aspects of her college career. 

Tar Tracks
UNC-CH’s Kelsey Tsipis reveals the 
difficulties of being a graphic design 
major. 
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