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SPREADING THE PASSION

Yours,

Allie Barnes
Editor-in-Chief
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the mailbag:

letter from the editor  
winter 2011

allie barnes
is a junior from The University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hilll. She can be reached via 
email at barnesac@live.unc.edu

The adoption of Rameses as the traditional Tar Heel mascot 
of UNC-CH was in 1924. To honor the star fullback, Jack 
“the battering ram” Merritt, a ram was brought to a pep rally 
before a football team vs Virginia Military Institute. The game 
was close- by the end of the third quarter, neither team had 
scored. Bunn Hackney, just before attempting a 30-yard field 
goal at the end of the fourth quarter, rubbed Rameses’ head. 
His successful field goal led the Tar Heels to a 3-0 victory. 
Since then, Rameses has always been on the football field.

I tend to be outrageously enthusiastic 
about special occasions, wholeheartedly 
throwing myself into events in an effort to 
demonstrate my gusto for someone. Just ask 
any of my friends — I’m the type of girl who 
organizes scavenger hunts and makes baked 
goods for any imaginable reason. Being pas-
sionate about a relationship (friendship or 
otherwise) is key to creating a successful and 
stable dynamic, but acting upon that passion 
in a consistent manner is the crucial element 
in making any relationship stronger.

When it comes to materialistically express-
ing feelings, it is cliché to say “it’s the thought 
that counts.” Even though the idiom is greatly 
overused, I believe the essence behind it is extremely 
important. Relationships are supplemented by the physical manifestation of emo-
tions, and for me, the actual physical object (the gift or what I physically receive) is 
almost irrelevant. It is satisfying enough to know that someone thought of me in a 
warm and positive light outside of our direct interactions. This builds confidence 
in a connection between two people and thus makes a closer relationship.

It is easy, especially in college, to get caught up in schoolwork, internships or 
organizations and lose awareness of those closest to you. That is why I believe 
when individuals do make the effort to show others that they care, they should do 
so unreservedly. Taking some time out of your busy schedule to make someone’s 
day, just because you care about their happiness, is invaluable and something I 
think not many of us do. Enthusiasm is the key part in showing someone you care 
because that excitement carries over and affects both parties; it flatters the recipi-
ent of your time and efforts, and you are left with a sense of fulfillment and happi-
ness upon completing the goal of showing someone that you care.

Although there are holidays and special occasions to readily provide reasons 
to show affection, expression simply for the sake of expression can be even more 
precious and meaningful. No matter what the reason is for showing fondness, 
enthusiastically displaying affection and kindness not only builds better relation-
ships, but also creates unique experiences for yourself and others that will stay 
with you forever.  
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How Occupy took over locally
Durham, Chapel Hill and each town’s 
university have been actively involved in 
representing the 99% this past semester.

Fighting the cold with fashion
As the temperature quickly drops, and 
shorts are officially packed away for the 
winter, students share their favorite winter 
fashion trends.

Rembrant sparks excitement
The North Carolina Museum of Art 
recently revealed an exhibit which 
displays the largest collection of Rembrant 
paintings in history.

The Width & Breadth of it 
Want a global perspective? Read what one 
of our abroad columnists has to say about 
her experience overseas.

By the Book
Think you’ve got it bad? Rival compares 
Organic Chemistry classes at Duke and 
UNC-CH.

Out of the Blue
Tired of seeing the same old people? Get 
to know some new campus faces you 
won’t want to forget.

in every issue
COVER: Pre-game
Some of the very talented and impressive 
professors at UNC-CH and Duke have been 
here for years and have seen many changes 
to their respective universities. 

Top V: Places to keep warm
Want to know a secret? Check out what 
we wish we’d known as first-years. 

Athlete’s Corner
Our sports columnist, Laurel Burk, talks about 
the lessons presented in the baseball flick 
“Moneyball” and applies it to college sports.

Devil’s Advocate
Duke’s Becca Ward discusses the most 
influentail aspects of her college career. 

Tar Tracks
UNC-CH’s Julia Wall reveals the 
difficulties of being a graphic design 
major. 
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