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letter from the editor  

allie barnes
is a senior at The University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hilll. 
She can be reached via email 
at barnesac@live.unc.edu

North Carolina produces and harvests over 5 million Christmas trees a year, ranking sec-
ond in the nation. N.C.’s fame extends beyond the state borders- the White House Christ-
mas Tree is from Jefferson, N.C., a town in Ashe County. While local Christmas trees are 
perfect for getting in the holiday cheer, make sure to check out school policies before buy-
ing one. For both UNC-CH and Duke, Christmas trees are banned from dorms and suites 
for fire safety reasons. The policies vary on on-campus live greenery or wreaths.
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the mailbag:

And we’ll tell you what we think at 
rivalmagazine.wordpress.com

Rival is a joint publication between Duke University 
and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill that 
seeks to reinforce and redefine the historic rivalry. Rival 
is independently recognized at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and is also a member of the 
Duke University Undergraduate Publication Board.

Funding for Rival Magazine was provided in part by 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Student 
Congress and the Duke University Publications Board.

All content, pictures, graphics and design are the prop-
erty of Rival Magazine © 2011-2012. All rights reserved.

Tell us what you think at
rivalmag1213@gmail.
com? did you know:

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME
There are wonderful opportunities at great in-

stitutions like UNC-CH and Duke. The impressive 
repertoire of professors, the invaluable academic re-
sources and the competitions between bright minds 
allow us to fulfill our wildest aspirations. On the 
cusp of graduating, I’m more uncertain than ever: 
the tragic truth is my dreams have been fulfilled.

I have aspired to be a travel journalist for so long. 
Although it is a niche field, the travel industry is 
overcrowded with starry-eyed globetrotters who 
want to be paid to see the world. There number of 
hopefuls isn’t surprising, but it’s daunting, and so 
part of me thought I would never break into the 
scene. Then, this summer happened.

I spent my time in New York and New Jersey, 
interning for the travel-trade publication Travel 
Weekly. My assignments took me all over the city while I reported on hotel rede-
signs or new trends in the travel market. Having never been to New York before, 
exploring the city and visiting amazing businesses was exactly what I wanted (and 
expected). But my adventures extended beyond the city’s borders; before the sum-
mer was over, I went on assignment to Puerto Rico and Mexico.

Putting it mildly, the summer was a dream come true. Going to new places, be-
ing exposed to exotic cultures and working with incredibly talented professionals 
was everything I hoped for. While I could go on and on, the short recap is: I did it. 
I had completed my professional dream, even if it was only for three months.

Dreams can be elusive. They are longtime aims that have the possibility of 
never happening. The shorter and less intense desires, the manageable aspirations, 
are goals. And since I have already made my (admittedly faint) mark on travel 
journalism, my hopeful career in that field has morphed into a goal. 

There is a certain tragedy in fulfilling a dream. That particular kind of drive for 
the impossible is gone. What you have worked so hard for is finally yours. I have 
been surrounded by the remnants of my dream, searching for something else, 
anything else, to kick-start my passions again in the same way. Whereas my target 
had always been so clear before, it is now fuzzy and at times seems almost non-
existent. Where am I to aim?

The time has come to pick a new dream, but I’m not sure I’ll know what it is 
before I graduate. As such, it makes my impending leap into the “real world” that 
much more vague and uncertain. It’s time for me to let go and travel where the 
wind sends me; maybe my dream will be waiting for me there.

Best wishes,

Allie Barnes
Editor-in-Chief 
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in this issue

in every issue

Students take center stage 
page 8
Students take the stage to sing, dance, act and challenge 
audiences to think deeply about the world around them. 
Through univeristy-supported groups and programs, 
Duke and UNC-CH students use preforming arts to 
inspire creativity and conversation on campus and 
beyond.

To serve and protect
page 14
Take an inside life of the students who live double lives. 
On one hand, they are dedicated students and friends, 
and on the other, they are subjects of the government 
to defend our free country. This is an inside look at 
the men and women in the Air Force, Army and Navy 
ROTC programs at UNC-CH and Duke.

Pregame
page 4
Water is a precious commodity that isn’t 
available to everyone. See the efforts at UNC-
CH and Duke to change that.

Top V
page 6
Want to know a secret? Check out what we 
wish we’d known earlier.

Devil’s Advocate 
page 12
Duke’s Laurel Burk looks back on her 
college experience .

Tar Tracks
page 13
UNC-CH’s Lilly Knoepp discusses her 
excitement in the upcoming holiday season.

Athlete’s Corner
page 21
Duke’s Ryan Hoerger evaluates the 2012 
presidential election with a different set of 
criteria: who was the bigger sports fan?

The Width & Breadth Of It
page 22
Want a global perspective? Read what 
Rachel Fischell has to say about Madrid.

By The Book
page 26
Think you’ve got it bad? Rival compares 
personal nutrition classes at Duke and 
UNC-CH.

Out of the Blue
page 27
Tired of seeing the same old people? Get 
to know some new campus faces you won’t 
want to forget.

A class in high demand 
page 24
Affectionately known as Eats 101, this UNC-CH class 
focusing on food sourcing and preparation, is in high 
demand by students at both universities. Each year the 
class has a number of students from both Duke and 
UNC-CH, and they learn together the ins-and-outs of 
what we eat and how it gets to our dinner tables.
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