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letter from the editor  

allie barnes
is a senior at The University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hilll. 
She can be reached via email 
at barnesac@live.unc.edu

It was not until recently that Duke students were not allowed into Chapel Hill’s halloween 
party on Franklin Street. In 2007, the annual event was deemed out-of-hand by the town 
of Chapel Hill, as almost 80,000 people crowded downtown and a number of people were 
injured. In 2010, then UNC-CH Student Body President Hogan Medlin sent at letter then 
President of Duke Student Government, Mike Lefevre, asking students to not attend in an 
effort to reduce the size of the event. A year earlier, Duke had restricted the Last Day of 
Classes (LDOC) events to Duke students only, a festivity that many UNC-CH students had 
attended in the past. While Lefevre offered to reconsider the restrictions of LDOC if Medlin 
withdrew the Halloween ban, no changes were made.
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the mailbag:

And we’ll tell you what we think at 
rivalmagazine.wordpress.com

Rival is a joint publication between Duke University 
and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill that 
seeks to reinforce and redefine the historic rivalry. Rival 
is independently recognized at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and is also a member of the 
Duke University Undergraduate Publication Board.

Funding for Rival Magazine was provided in part by 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Student 
Congress and the Duke University Publications Board.

All content, pictures, graphics and design are the prop-
erty of Rival Magazine © 2011-2012. All rights reserved.

Tell us what you think at
rivalmag1213@gmail.
com

? did you know:

MY WORST FEAR
A couple weeks ago, I dropped a class. This may 

not seem like a big deal, but I’m a senior and I’ve 
managed to go through my entire college career 
without doing that. I always figured that once I start-
ed something, I should stick with it. But after a few 
weeks of failing to balance dozens of responsibilities, 
I was faced with an unpleasant truth: mediocrity. 

Simply put, I took on too much this semester. It 
wasn’t just that I didn’t have time for the sanity-bal-
ancing sanctity of fun, but I didn’t have time to fully 
dedicate myself to anything. I was just barely getting 
by- something that is inevitable during brief periods 
of high-stress, but something that I’m completely 
uncomfortable doing on a long-term basis. I want to 
take pride in what I do and take advantage of every 
opportunity I have to learn and develop, especially since my days at UNC-CH are 
(literally) numbered. 

Most of us have been programmed to excel since our first day in kindergarten. 
We have learned how to get into a good college, get into a good grad school and 
how to land an impressive internship. To achieve our professional and academic 
dreams, we’ve had to be super-humans. We have avoided being anything close to 
just average. .. but can we indefinitely keep this up?

After May, I’ll be compared to other professionals in my field instead of fellow 
college students. I’ll be much less experienced and less talented, and I’m absolutely 
terrified of those prospects. It seems to be a cruel irony: to brightly shine in our 
fields of study, only to have to abruptly come to terms that your light is a neutrino 
instead of a fiery star.  

In these last months of school, I will be working to face the fear that I have 
tried so hard to avoid: that no amount of hard work makes it easy to maintain 
superhuman standards of work and living.

Best wishes,

Allie Barnes
Editor-in-Chief 
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in this issue

in every issue

Olympians: What Now? 
page 10
There were some amazing performances 
at the Olympics this summer, especially 
from Team USA (104 medals!). Duke and 
UNC-CH were both represented either 
by alumni, current students or current 
faculty members. Here is a look at life after 
London for some of Duke and UNC-CH’s 
olympic athletes.

18

Road Trippin’
page 21
Need an afternoon to escape? Just outside 
of Chapel Hill and Durham lies great 
adventure. We list some cool sights and 
destinations within a 30-minute radius of 
our home base. Now all that’s needed are 
two favorite allies and snacks and supplies.

Pregame
page 4
Let’s get spooky! Some of the iconic and 
historic secret societies of Duke and UNC-
CH are examined.

Top V
page 6
Want to know a secret? Check out what we 
wish we’d known earlier.

Devil’s Advocate 
page 8
Duke’s Laurel Burk talks about her senior 
bucket list and the woes of being a senior.

Tar Tracks
page 9
UNC-CH’s Lilly Knoepp discusses the 
topic that seems to be on everybody’s mind: 
politics.

Athlete’s Corner
page 25
Duke’s Ryan Hoerger gives insight to why 
the Mayans might have been right; 2012 
might be the year of the apocalypse.

The Width & Breadth Of It
page 18
Want a global perspective? Read what 
Rachel Fischell has to say about Madrid.

By The Book
page 26
Think you’ve got it bad? Rival compares 
astronomy classes at Duke and UNC-CH.

Out of the Blue
page 27
Tired of seeing the same old people? Get 
to know some new campus faces you won’t 
want to forget.

CHINA 
page 18
Stefanie Schwemlein, a junior at UNC-CH, 
spent the summer exploring the won-
ders of China. While wandering around 
Wushan county in Chongqing Municipal-
ity, a city in southwest China, Stefanie 
discovered that despite the country or 
continent, some aspects of culture are 
universal.
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