
4 RIVAL MAGAZINE  •  volume 8  •  issue 3

quick, pick-me-up shorts
BY RACHEL FISCHELL, DUKE
PHOTOS FROM DUKE ARCHIVES
DESIGN BY ALLIE BARNES, UNC-CH

pregame

1. 3.2.

This February, in accordance with 
Black History Month, Duke is 
celebrating 50 Years of Black 
Students being enrolled in the 

institution. Since 1963 when the first five 
black students were enrolled at Duke, the 
university has had many firsts with regard 
to the desegregation process, including the 
desegregation of the basketball team. 

During the 1966-1967 season, C.B. 
Claiborne became the first African-
American student athlete to play for the 
varsity basketball team. “I did something 
that needed to be done at that time,” 
Claiborne said in an interview with Brian 
Jacobs. “I was in a position to do it, and 
it was appropriate, and the experiences at 
Duke were what you would have expected 
them to be, given that place, given the 
time.” Until Claiborne graduated in 1969, 
only eight African-Americans in all had 
previously received undergraduate degrees 
from Duke.

Claiborne joined the team in ’66 under 
head coach Vic Bubas, who played for N.C. 
State from 1948-1951 as an undergraduate. 
After graduating, Bubas was assistant 
coach at his alma mater until ’59 when he 
became head coach at Duke. He helped 

develop a strong program– between 1961 
and 1967, his Blue Devil teams maintained 
the top winning percentage in the United 
States. His teams also finished first in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference from 1963-1966 
and managed to make it to the Final Four 
in ’63, ’64, and ’66. When asked about “the 
unseen prospect” (Claiborne), Bubas told 
United Press international that Claiborne 
was “welcome to come out for the team 
and compete for a position.” 

Three years later, after Claiborne’s 
debut as a guard in 1970, Don Blackman 
became the first African-American 
men’s basketball player to earn an athletic 
scholarship. In 1971, Jim Lewis became 
Duke’s first African-American assistant 
basketball coach, and in 1977, Sigrid 
Taylor became the first African American 
female varsity basketball player at Duke. 

Since the 1960s, the blue devils have 
reveled in the success of countless fantastic 
African-American basketball players. 
Some of the most noteworthy include 
Johnny Dawkins, Grant Hill, Carlos 
Boozer, Nolan Smith, Kyrie Irving and 
Andre Dawkins. Johnny Dawkins (1983-
1986), averaging 19.2 points, 4.2 assists 
and 4.0 rebounds per game over his 
career-span, was named a First-Team All-
American twice and the National Player 
of the Year in 1986. The infamous Grant 
Hill (1991-1994), averaged 15.0 points, 6.0 
rebounds, 3.6 assists, 1.0 blocks and 1.7 

steals per game over his four years, won 
the Defensive Player of the Year award in 
1993, and was named the ACC Player of 
the Year and a First-Team All-American in 
1994. Boozer (1998-2001), who currently 
plays for the Chicago Bulls, averaged 14.9 
points and 7.2 rebounds per game over 
his three-year career at Duke and was a 
key player in leading Duke to its 2001 
National Championship. Nolan Smith, 
who currently plays for the Portland Trail 
Blazers, had a “whatever-it-takes-to-win” 
mindset that helped lead the entire team to 
the 2010 National Championship. During 
his senior season, he averaged over 20 
points per game and five assists per game. 
Finally, Irving and Dawkins, although they 
each only played a year for Duke were the 
number one recruits in 2010 and 2011, 
respectively, and were incredible players.

Presently, well over 50% of Duke’s team 
is made up of African-American students, 
(all of whom are on full scholarship) 
and approximately 10% of University’s 
total population is made up of African-
American students. In the last half-
century, many strides have been made 
toward complete desegregation of the 
basketball program and Duke University 
in general, making it a completely different 
environment than it used to be. Today, we 
celebrate our African-American players. 
Today, we celebrate as one team – the Blue 
Devils.
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Near the end of 1967, Charles Scott 
donned the classic Carolina-blue-
and-white varsity basketball jersey 

for the first time. The six foot, five inch 
sophomore guard/forward from New York 
City was the first black scholarship athlete 
at UNC-CH and one of the first black men 
to play ball in the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence. Breaking the color barrier in more 
ways than one, Scott continued to make 
history when he helped his team earn 
two ACC Championship titles and took 
them to two Final Four appearances in the 
NCAA tournament.

Legendary coach Dean Smith recruited 
Scott in 1966 during a time when racial 
tension was high in the South. But Smith 
didn’t do it alone; he enlisted the help 
of Daniel H. Pollitt, now a retired law 
professor from UNC-CH.

 “He asked me to go with him... down 
in the southern part of the state where 
Charlie was going to prep school,” Pollitt 
said in an interview for the Southern Orgal 
History Program’s Collection at UNC-CH. 
“And to watch a game and have dinner 
with the headmaster, and talk to Charlie. 
Cause I was the NAACP guy. And that’s 
how we broke the color bar.” 

Scott wasn’t the first black basketball 
Tar Heel. Willie Cooper was part of the 
1964- 1965 freshman basketball team, but 
left after a single season. Although Julius 
Johnson and C.B. Claiborne were two 
African-Americans in the conference (at 
Maryland and Duke, respectively) before 
him, Scott’s incredible skill level , with 
an average 22.1 points and 7.1 rebounds 
per game, resulted him to become the 
ACC’s first well-known and accomplished 
African-American player.

Since Dean Smith and Scott 
desegregated the team, many African-
American Tar Heels have helped make 
Carolina one of the most impressive 
college basketball programs. Phil Ford, 
point guard for UNC-CH from 1974-
1978, was the first freshman in history to 
earn the ACC tournament Most Valuable 
Player award. While Ford was on the team, 
the Carolina boys went to the NCAA 
tournament every year and made it to the 
1977 Championship game. Ford ended 
his career with 2,290 points and remained 
the school’s all-time leading scorer until 
2008 when Tyler Hansbrough bested him. 
Afterwards, Ford went on to play in the 
NBA for six years, earning Rookie of the 
Year in 1979 playing for the Kansas City 
Kings. 

Michael Jordan, arguably the Tar Heels’ 
and NBA’s greatest basketball star, played 
for UNC-CH from 1981- 1984. Among 
his accomplishments during his three 
seasons in Chapel Hill, Jordan hit the game 
winning shot of the 1982 NCAA National 
Championship game against Georgetown. 
Jordan averaged almost 18 points and five 
rebounds per game and was named to the 
NCAA All-American First Team in 1983 
and 1984, and in 1984 was awarded both 
the Naismith and the Wooden College 

Player of the Year. Instead of returning to 
Chapel Hill for his senior year, Jordan was 
the third overall pick in the NBA draft and 
went on to create a professional dynasty 
with the Chicago Bulls.

Countless other talented basketball 
players have had successful careers because 
Coach Smith and players like Scott blazed 
the trail of possibility, most notably the 
starters from the 2005 and 2009 NCAA 
Championship team like Raymond Felton, 
Sean May, Marvin Williams, Ty Lawson 
and Danny Green. Last year, the greats 
Kendal Marshall and Harrison Barnes 
were drafted to the NBA, and now Reggie 
Bullock, PJ Hairston, Leslie McDonald, 
Dexter Strickland and Marcus Paige are 
taking center stage. 

Carolina and college basketball in 
general has come a long way from the 
earlier segregated days. Now, all the 
players on a team strive towards excellence 
with the common ground of basketball, 
disregarding each other’s skin tone. The 
only problem with color now is if it’s about 
a certain shade of blue on Tobacco Road.

3. 4.

1. CHARLIE SCOTT, THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
SCHOLARSHIP BASKETBALL ATHLETE AT UNC-CH, PUTS 
UP A JUMP SHOT IN A GAME IN CARMICHAEL GYMNA-
SIUM AGAINST WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY. 

2. CHARLIE SCOTT, 33, TRIES TO SCORE A BASKET 
WHILE PLAYING AGAINST NORTH CAROLINA STATE 
UNIVERSITY.

3.  C.B. CLAIBORNE, THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
BASKETBALL PLAYER AT DUKE, BLOCKS A SHOT BY THE 
OPPONENT. CLAIBORNE WAS PART OF THE 1969 TEAM 
WHO BEAT UNC-CH IN TRIPLE OVERTIME.

4. CHARLIE SCOTT AGAIN SCORES FOR HIS TEAM ON 
THE UNC-CH HOME COURT.


