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In your experience, describe the UNC-Duke basketball rivalry. 
How is it different from other games? 

The level of intensity is higher than any game, 
especially from the fans.  It is amazing how important it is 

to the fans to win the Tobacco Road Rivalry.

What is your favorite memory from a UNC-Duke game? 

It has to be last year at UNC, when Austin hit that shot at the 
buzzer.  That will go down as one of the best finishes in the rivalry’s 

history.

What do you think about K-ville? What’s the craziest thing you’ve seen 
there?

There is nothing like it in college sports.  It is amazing to see other 
places trying to do things similar, only to discover that nothing is like 

What has been your most painful moment of the rivalry?

Losing is painful, regardless of who it’s against and how it happens.

How does the team prep for a UNC game? Anything special?

We prepare for every game with the same level of intensity.

What is it like playing in the Dean Dome when you’re away?

It is just so different than Cameron…so much larger.  But the crowd there is great as 
well and it is always fun to receive all the heckles on the road, as long as we can win 

and quiet them.

Off the court, are you or other teammates friends with any UNC players? If 
so, how did you come to know them?

I actually have a high school teammate who plays for UNC named Luke 
Davis.  We always joke about the rivalry whenever we are together.
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Ryan, #34, is a forward 
from Raleigh, N.C. The 6’ 

11” senior is 230 pounds. 

Points per game: 13.4

Rebounds per game: 5.4

Assists per game: 1.6

Field goal percentage: .471

Blocks per game: 1.7

*He is currently out of play 

indefinitely due to a right foot injury.



SPRING 2013  •  RIVAL MAGAZINE 15

Describe the UNC-Duke basketball rivalry. How is it different from other 
games?

I would say it’s a big rivalry. Being an in-state recruit, everyone in the 
state of North Carolina knows the rivalry and actually playing in it just 
means a lot to me. It’s two teams just facing off on that one night to be 
able to battle it out and see who has rivalry rights for the year between 
Carolina and Duke. It’s different because it’s hostile- It gets hot in 
Cameron, it gets hot in the Dean Smith Center. I just feel like players 
come and play harder in those games. Every player from the bench to 
the players on the court because how you prepare to play in those games 
are different.

What is your favorite memory from a UNC-Duke game?

My favorite memory from a UNC-Duke game was when we beat Duke at 
their place last year. I just feel like we came out to compete hard and we 
did things well and practiced the day before to help us prepare and lead us 
to a victory at Cameron Indoor. Every time that we play Duke and won I 
feel like it was always a great game- Just beating them. 

What is the most painful moment of the rivalry?

My most painful memory was last year when Austin Rivers hit the 
game-winning shot against us here in the Smith Center. I was guarding 
him at first and then [Tyler Zeller] switched off and he just hit that 
game-winning shot over one of my players on my team. I didn’t cry but I 
was very, very upset.

Off the court, are you or other teammates friends with the Duke players?

I’m associates with them off the court. I wouldn’t call them my friends 
because I don’t know them well enough to call them my friends, but I’m 
cool with Quinn Cook and Amile Jefferson- I see them out sometimes. Me 
and Quinn have the same barber so I see him at the barber shop, but other 
than that I would probably just say Quinn Cook.

What do you hope will happen with the UNC-Duke game this year?

Hopefully we win, both times. But it’s all about how we prepare and get ready to play in the game. 
With their personnel, they like shooting the three-ball so we have to guard the ball. We can’t over 
help them and let them kick out to a three point shooter so we have to stay attached to the three 
point shooter and be there off the catch and be mentally tough in both those games.
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Reggie, #35, is a guard/forward from Kinston, N.C. The 6’ 7” junior is 205 pounds.
Points per game: 14.1Rebounds per game: 5.7Assists per game: 2.8Field goal percentage: .477Blocks per game: .3


